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Local churches adapt to 
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- Turley Publications staff photos Jonah Snowden 


Faith Baptist Church, located at 251 Shearer St., Palmer. 


By Jonah Snowden 
jsnowden@ turley.com 


keep the doors open, and afterwards 
expect guests to move outside. 
There is currently limited access to 
the building, except for the audito- 
rium. 

Because of the 40% occupan- 
cy guideline, Ohman also said that 
they can put about 80 or 90 people 
in the sanctuary and occupy their 
secondary building in case more 


PALMER — Similar to busi- 
nesses and restaurants, churches in 
Massachusetts have been permit- 
ted to resume services, courtesy of 
Governor Charlie Baker’s reopen- 
ing plan. 

The specific guidelines, estab- 
lished during second phase of the guests arrive. 
reopening plan, include As for being able to reopen their 

limiting occupancy to 40% of doors, Ohman said that the people 
the building’s maximum occupancy have been the most rewarding part 
level, blocking off rows and keep about resuming indoor service. 


Courtesy Photo 
(Left to Right) Firefighter Kyle Smith, Assistant Chief Paul Sigovitch, Firefighter Colton Skorupski, Firefighter Deven Hudon, and Operations Manager of 
Palmer Ambulance Service Inc., Mike DuBois. 


Bondsville Fire Department honored after 
Saving resident’s life 





life. “We found here at our church 


By Jonah Snowden 
jsnowden@ turley.com 


BONDSVILLE —- Bondsville 
Fire Department’s Assistant Chief 
Paul Sigovitch and _ firefighters 
Colton Skorupski, Deven Hudon 
and Kyle Smith were presented 


with a Save Award for saving the 
life of a man in cardiac arrest. 
Recognition of the four mem- 
bers of the fire department by Mike 
DuBois, operations manager at 
Palmer Ambulance Inc.., on June 
23rd at the fire station, was based 
on the call the four responded to on 


May 31st of 2019 for an unrespon- 
sive person on Griffin Street who 
had suffered from cardiac arrest. 
Upon arrival, the four mem- 
bers of the fire department were 
instructed to conduct cardiopulmo- 
nary resuscitation, and as a result, 
were able to bring the man back to 


After this call, Palmer Ambu- 
lance recommended the Awards 
Committee of Western Massachu- 
setts Emergency Medical Services 
to recognize these four members of 
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them empty to establish social dis- 
tancing and other regulations 

Faith Baptist Church, which 
has been open since Sunday, June 
7th, is one of the many churches 
that has resumed Sunday services. 

Pastor Matt Ohman said that 
when conducting services, they 


that people who have come are very 
excited to be coming back again,” 
said Ohman. “Almost every week, 
we’ve had visitors that had no affil- 
iation with our church before this, 
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TOWN MEETING 


Monson voters approve 
seasonal liquor licenses 


By Elise Linscott 
elinscott@ turley.com 


MONSON - Voters at the June 
22™ annual and special town meet- 
ings approved a $25.6 million bud- 
get and seasonal liquor licenses in 
town. 

Seasonal liquor licenses will be 
valid from April 1* to January 15" 
and the application process will be 
the same as with full pour licenses, 
including a hearing in front of the 
Board of Selectmen and notice to 
abutters, said town administrator 
Evan Brassard. 

Spending in fiscal year 2021 


will be cut by 1% and the town’s 
approved budget will decrease by 
about $200,000 in FY21 down to 
$25.6 million, compared with $25.8 
in FY20. The education budget will 
remain the same as in FY20 at $11.7 
million, with nearly $10.8 million 
allocated for the school department 
and just under $1 million for trans- 
portation. 

Monson resident Robert Kaddy 
asked what $15,000 in local funds 
would be used for as part of Article 
9 on the Special Town Meeting war- 
rant. Town administrator Evan Bras- 
sard said Monson has been part of a 
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MEMORIAL 


Family of Molly Bish 





Family marks 20th 


anniversary of abduction comforted by her family. 
By Sloane M. Perron 
Correspondent 


WARREN -— It has been 20 years 
since Molly Bish was abducted from her 
lifeguard post at Comins Pond in Warren. 
While two decades have passed, the heart- 
ache and pain her family has endured 1s 
still as fresh as the day the 16-year-old 
first went missing on June 27, 2000. 

Due to COVID-19, the plans for the 
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gathers to remember her 


While speaking during the 
memorial, Magi Bish was 
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MONSON 


Residents question traffic, 
impacts of retail at 96 Main St. 


By Elise Linscott 
elinscott@ turley.com 


MONSON -— Monson resi- 
dents spoke against a proposed 
9,100 square-foot retail space 
during public comment Tuesday 
night and in more than 25 pages 
of letters to the town’s planning 
board. 

The hearing at the June 30" 
meeting was ultimately continued 
to the board’s July 21* meeting, 
since the board wanted to give 
the public time to digest updat- 
ed plans that were filed with the 
board earlier that afternoon, which 
made changes to the building’s ap- 
pearance, among others. 

Many said they were con- 
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cerned about the appearance of the 
building, as well as its impacts on 
safety and traffic along Route 32. 

“['m concerned about traffic 
leaving the site,’ said planning 
board member Kevin Haley. “I’m 
just not satisfied there’s adequate 
sight distance for southbound traf- 
fic to stop in time... or such that 
people coming out of the estab- 
lishment are able to see oncoming 
traffic from north to south.” 


SCHOOLS 


Local Students Awarded Academic 
Scholarships by Comcast 


By Jonah Snowden 
jJsnowden@ turley.com 


REGION — On June 23rd, 
Comcast NBCUniversal §$an- 
nounced that the academic, leader- 
ship, and community efforts from 
46 Massachusetts students were 
recognized and awarded with over 
$115,000 in scholarships for the 
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A handful of residents, in- 
cluding Hope Bodwell, director 
of the Monson Free Library nearly 
across the street from the proposed 
project, said they were also con- 
cerned about the ability to leave 
the property safely, especially 
when making left-hand turns. 

“T would respectfully ask the 
planning board to conduct an in- 
dependent impact report rather 
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2020-2021 academic year, as part 
of its annual Leaders and Achiev- 
ers Scholarship Program. 

Students included in the list 
of recipients were Monson res- 
ident Aliya Rix Hedgecock and 
Palmer resident Delaney Walch. 
Along with the other 44 recipients, 
the $2,500 worth of scholarship 
money will be used towards their 
undergraduate _education-related 
expenses. 

Rix-Hedgecock, who is also 


Delaney Walch 


liya 
Rix Hedgecock 


a recent graduate of Tec Connec- 
tions Academy, said she was “very 
thankful to receive the scholar- 
ship.” 

“College is very expensive 
and it’s definitely going to be very 
helpful to me,’ said Rix-Hedge- 
cock. “I’m excited that it can give 
me access to higher education.” 

Currently, Rix-Hedgecock is 


wrapping up her work with the 
Hampden County District Attor- 
ney Anthony D. Gulluni’s Youth 
Advisory Board. On the board, 
she works with students from all 
over Hampden County. 

“We’re a group of about 60 
students,’ said Rix-Hedgecock. 
“We work with the district attor- 
ney as well as his staff on various 
youth safety projects.” 

She also said her assignments 
include a documentary on vaping 
and the dangers of that, as well as 
parent presentations on social me- 
dia. 

She also started her own com- 
pany, “The Aaliya Rix Fund,’ 
through which she curates musical 
fundraising events to raise money 
for clothing gift cards for teens and 
low-income families. 
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PALMER 


Sikorski 


appointed 
to Board of 
Health 


By Elise Linscott 
elinscott@ turley.com 


PALMER - Carol Sikorski has 
been appointed as the town’s new 
Board of Health member, filling the 
vacancy left by Jayne Heede, who 
recently resigned, town manager 
Ryan McNutt told the Palmer Town 
Council. 

Sikorski was unanimously ap- 
proved at the Council’s June 23” 
meeting. 

“Carol is a nurse and longtime 
Palmer resident,’ McNutt said of 
her application. 

At the meeting, the council also 
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Palmer compost 
area Summer 


schedule 


PALMER — The compost area will be opened the 
third Saturday in July, August and September to afford 
town residents the opportunity to drop off leaves and 
grass clippings at the compost area off of Old Warren 
Road Palmer. Please place leaves and grass clippings 
in brown paper bags and do not drop off and place up 
against gate. Reminder: Please practice social distanc- 
ing. Any questions, please call the DPW at (413) 283- 


2615. 
Date 


Saturday July 18, 2020 
Sunday July 19, 2020 


Saturday August 15, 2020 
Sunday, August 16, 2020 


Saturday, Sept.19, 2020 
Sunday, Sept. 20, 2020 


9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 


9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 


9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 


Time 





Keep Homestead 
Museum schedule 


Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Keep Home- 
stead Museum will be closed for the rest of 2020. Sev- 
eral events have been postponed until 2021. The new 


schedule will be as follows:: 
July 4 - Closed 
July 11 - Ice Cream Social 


August | - Concert on the Lawn with Livestock 
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Board of Health offers eco-friendly 
programs to residents 


By Jonah Snowden 
jsnowden@ turley.com 


MONSON — Recently, 
the Monson Board of Health 
(BOH), has offered two dif- 
ferent products, giving their 
residents a chance to develop 
more eco-friendly habits at 
reduced prices through com- 
posters and rain barrels. 

“We are always looking 
forward to a greener com- 
munity,” said Administrative 
Assistant Autumn Bailey. 
“It’s a good way to be able to 
reuse. For instance, instead of 
throwing things in the trash, 
we will be able to put it back 
and recycle it and use it for 
a second purpose,” she said, 
referring to the composters, 
“The Earth Machine Com- 
poster” from the company 
Orbis. 

The composter’s website 
states that by composting, 
over 500 pounds of organic 
matter can be removed from 
a household per year. It works 
through “a controlled process 
of natural conversion of or- 


ganic materials by micro-or- 
ganisms into compost.” 

As of Monday, June 29", 
Bailey said that all 40 of the 
composters have been ac- 
counted for. Once the com- 
posters arrived to the BOH, 
they sold out within three 
business days. Originally $99, 
the composter was available 
to residents for $25, and $43 
for each additional purchase. 
Following up, the BOH is also 
offering residents “The Great 
American Rain Barrel.’ As 
explained on their flyer, mu- 
nicipalities who purchase a 
100% re-purposed rain barrel 
will help municipalities man- 
age supplies, lower municipal 
water demand, and save mon- 
ey at treatment plants. 

Another purpose of the 
rain barrels is that the rain- 
water collected can be used 
to maintain and grow critical 
tree canopy, improve air qual- 
ity in communities and save 
money on water bills. 

“Tt’s a nice way to be able 
to have water you’re not pay- 
ing for and you’re just using 


in a natural way,’ said Bailey. 
“Instead of using the water 
that we’re paying for water 
that we get for free from the 
sky that had no added fluoride 
or any type of chemicals add- 
ed to it.” 

The barrels have a 
60-gallon capacity with a 
3/16-inch wall thickness; will 
last for years when properly 
drained and stored for winter; 
screed filtered to keep bugs 
out; and more. Available col- 
ors for the barrels are Forest 
Green, Earth Brown, Nan- 
tucket Grey, and Unpainted. 

The price for the barrels 
is $69 each. To order a barrel, 
visit www. greatamericanrain- 
barrel.com/community, — se- 
lect the appropriate state and 
town, and confirm your order. 
The deadline to purchase a 
rain barrel is Sunday, July 
12, at midnight. The pickup 
date is scheduled for Satur- 
day, July 18" from 9 a.m. to 
11 a.m., at Monson Town Of- 
fices, located at 110 Main St. 
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than a peer review” of the ap- 
plicant’s traffic study, Bodwell 
said. “Their reports states that 
no accidents have been reported 
in (in that area) in three years. 
I'd counter that with how many 
have been narrowly averted?” 

One resident named Remo 
said he’d like to see a rendering, 
since the building may be visi- 
ble, 

“T think from the north- 
bound lane of route 32, you'll 
see the back of the building giv- 
en that it’s 25 feet high,” he said. 

Original plans for the pro- 
posed retail space at 96 Main St. 
were filed with the town about 
a month prior by engineer BL 
Companies on behalf of proper- 
ty owner Daniel Levesque. Mat- 
thew Bruton, representing BL 
Companies, said he doesn’t yet 
know who the confirmed tenant 
will be, since a lease hasn’t been 
signed yet. 

But resident Bill Galica said 
during the June 30" meeting that 
Bruton is “known as a Dollar 
General builder in the area.” A 
quick online search lists Bruton 
as having worked with numer- 
ous Dollar General stores, even 
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continued a public hearing on the 
budget for FY 2021, which be- 
gins July 1*. 

According to a_ proposed 
budget posted on the town’s web- 
site, the town will cut spending 
in FY 2021 by at least $900,000, 
with another $121,000 left to 


appearing before the planning 
commission in the town of Cov- 
entry, Conn. at its June 8™ meet- 
ing for a Dollar General project. 

More than 1,000 people 
have signed a petition on change. 
org against the project, titled 
“Say ‘No’ to a Dollar Store on 
Main Street in Monson, MA.” 

“We the undersigned res- 
idents, property owners, and 
business owners of Monson, re- 
cently became aware of the pro- 
posed large retail development 
at 96 Main Street, on Academy 
Hill - one of our last remaining 
historic districts,’ the petition 
stated. “We call on our elected 
officials of the Planning Board 
to deny the application after the 
hearing on June 16th, 2020.” 

The June 16" hearing was 
delayed due to technical diffi- 
culties after the Zoom meeting 
would only let a maximum of 
100 people enter the meeting 
room and needed to be upgrad- 
ed. 

There were about 140 peo- 
ple at the start of the public 
hearing at the board’s June 30" 
meeting. 


reach the target amount. The bud- 
get was proposed at $37.8 mil- 
lion, compared with $38.7 mil- 
lion in FY 2020. 

There were no questions 
from the public or council mem- 
bers. The hearing was continued 
to June 30". 


Old Sturbridge Village announces reopening dates 


Village offers kids free 
admission in July, new 
online reservation 
system and more 


STURBRIDGE — Old Stur- 
bridge Village (OSV) will be re- 
opening its front gate admission to 
the public on July 4, 2020, offering 
a new advance ticketing and on- 
line reservation system that books 
guests by time block for arrival to 
the village. The opening will fol- 
low a “soft launch” by the village 
to members only, during the dates 
of July 1-3, 2020. 

Using the new online reserva- 
tion system, guests will be required 
to purchase tickets online at https:// 
www.osv.org/plan-your-visit/ and 
select one of three time blocks per 
day for arrival: 10:00 a.m.-11:30 
a.m., 11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m., or 1:00 


Get It All In One Place! 
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p.m.-2:30 p.m. Once in the village, 
visitors are welcome to stay until 
the museum closes at 5:00 p.m. 
Members will continue to receive 
free admission based upon mem- 
bership level but must still reserve 
their time slot in advance. 

OSV will welcome “Kids 
FREE” during the month of July, 
with up to three kids age 17 and 
younger admitted FREE into the 
village when accompanied by an 
adult paying full standard daytime 
admission. Advance reservation 
must be made for all attending 
guests, including those under the 
age of 17. Kids FREE in July is 
generously sponsored by partner 
and longtime supporter Country 
Bank. 

Visitors with a complimentary 
admission pass or special discount 
of any kind should call the Old 
Sturbridge Village visitor center at 
508-347-0213 or email visitorcen- 
ter@osv.org to reserve their date 





and time of entry. 

Old Sturbridge Village will be 
open from 10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m., 
Wednesday-Sunday, rain or shine. 
Available tickets and time slots will 
be released each week on Wednes- 
day for the following two weeks, 
with tickets currently available on- 
line through Sunday, July 12, 2020. 

With the goal to provide a safe 
environment for all village staff 
and visitors, Old Sturbridge Village 
has re-adapted indoor programs 
for viewing outside of their his- 
toric homes and trade shops, and 
created a series of new programs 
featuring outdoor demonstrations 
and activities from the time period. 
Costumed historians will be inter- 
preting throughout the village wel- 
coming visitors to learn through 
this new and adapted programming 
and continuing to go about village 
life - tending fields and gardens and 
caring for Old Sturbridge Village’s 
heritage breed animals. Visitors are 


asked to follow state guidelines and 
wear face coverings or masks while 
at Old Sturbridge Village, especial- 
ly when interacting with staff and 
other visitors. 


Dining 

Dining will be available for 
guests who visit Old Sturbridge 
Village at Bullard Tavern Café, 
open on-site with a revised special 
menu that can be purchased and en- 
joyed outside. New in 2020, OSV 
has partnered with Boston’s Best 
Coffee Roasters to bring cold brew 
coffee and nitro cold brew coffee to 
the Bullard Tavern. Starting with a 
carefully crafted blend of the finest 
Central and South American beans, 
roasted to perfection, Boston’s Best 
steep the roasted and ground beans 
for 16-18 hours to slowly extract a 
silky smooth, delicious tasting cof- 
fee that guests can enjoy once in 
the village. 
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Lodging 

The Reeder Family Lodges at 
Old Sturbridge Village have begun 
taking reservations for July 4th 
weekend and beyond. The lodges 
offer a unique overnight experi- 
ence and a way for guests to con- 
tinue their village experience, with 
limited contact check-in and out- 
door entrances that lead directly to 
rooms, minimizing the chance of 
guest-to-guest contact. 

In July, The Reeder Family 
Lodges will be offering a mem- 
bers-only room rate special for $39 
for a Sunday-Thursday stay or $49 
for a Friday-Saturday stay. Valid in 
July 2020 only, members can call 
508-347-5056 to book (must have 
their member ID number ready 
upon booking). 


Coggeshall Farm Museum 

Old Sturbridge Village an- 
nounced a historic partnership in 
January 2020 with Coggeshall 
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Farms Museum, as their new ad- 
ministrative arm and _ operating 
partner. Coggeshall, located in 
Bristol, R.I., will also be opening 
to the public on July 4th weekend 
with reciprocal membership for 
all current and new members of 
Old Sturbridge Village. Members 
to OSV and Coggeshall Farm Mu- 
seum can also take advantage of 
$39/$49 lodging deals for a “close 
to home getaway” when visiting. 

Old Sturbridge Village’s re- 
Opening is sponsored by partner and 
longtime supporter Dexter-Rus- 
sell, maker of premium American 
knives for over 200 years. For more 
information on ticket reservations, 
the July Kids Free promotion, the 
village experience, dining, lodging 
or on-site safety policies and FAQ, 
visit: https://www.osv.org/plan- 
your-visit/. 


Holyoke Medical 
Center closes 
designated COVID 
Testing Area 


HOLYOKE, MA - June 24, 2020 - 
Holyoke Medical Center will close the 
designated “Fever/Cough/Flu Symp- 
toms Area,” effective Friday, June 26, 
2020, at 7:00 a.m., and will resume 
testing for COVID-19 and treatment 
of Fever/Cough/Flu Symptoms in the 
main Emergency Department. 

Holyoke Medical Center was the 
first hospital in the region to open a 
separate testing area for COVID-19, 
which opened on Saturday, March 14, 
2020. The area was located in the for- 
mer Emergency Department at Holy- 
oke Medical Center. 

“We have seen a significant drop 
in the daily operations of the testing 
area and will resume testing and treat- 
ment of COVID suspected patients 
in the main Emergency Department,” 
said Carl Cameron, Chief Operations 
Officer of Holyoke Medical Center 
and Valley Health Systems. “We were 
fortunate enough to be able to quickly 
convert the area to meet the needs of 
the community. We are confident in 
our ability to reopen the area for this 
purpose again if needed but hope ev- 
eryone will continue to be cautious in 
wearing a mask, maintaining social 
distancing guidelines, and practicing 
frequent handwashing.” 

The Holyoke Medical Group 
Walk-In Care Center in Chicopee has 
COVID-19 testing capabilities and is 
able to test a limited number of people 
each day. The Holyoke Medical Group 
Walk-In Care Center in Chicopee is 
open Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. 

The Holyoke Medical Group 
Walk-In Care Center in Westfield re- 
opened on Monday, June 29, 2020 and 
also have COVID-19 testing capabili- 
ties to test a limited number of people 
daily. The Holyoke Medical Group 
Walk-In Care Center in Westfield will 
be open Monday through Friday, 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m., starting Monday. 


Big E canceled 
this year 


WEST SPRINGFIELD —- The Big E, originally 
scheduled for Sept. 18 through Oct. 4 of this year, has 
been canceled, organizers announced in a message this 
week. 

The organization released the following message 
on June 29": 

On behalf of the staff and trustees of Eastern States 
Exposition, I bring you a very difficult message to con- 
vey. For the safety of our fairgoers, staff, vendors, enter- 
tainers, exhibitors, sponsors, suppliers and the broader 
community, we have made the decision to cancel the 
2020 Big E. 

Please know that this decision was not made light- 
ly. In fact, it was one of the hardest decisions we, as an 
organization, have had to make in modern times. Please 
visit us for a video statement on our website - www. 
thebige.com/2020update 

The Big E Fair is so much more than just a fair, it 
is tradition, it is celebration, it is the showcase of every- 
thing we are so proud of in New England. This 1s why 
our hearts are heavy as we bring you this news. 

There is precedent in the Exposition’s 104-year 
history when the Fair was put on hold during WWI and 
for five years during WWII. We’ve made it through dif- 
ficult times before...the Flood of 1936...the Hurricane 
of 1938 and, 9-11, and together we’ll get through these 
unprecedented times as well. 

We know our faithful fairgoers will be disappoint- 
ed. This decision was difficult and complex but we all 
know in our hearts that it’s the right thing to do for the 
health and safety of the 1.6 million people who support 
us each year. 

Our staff has spent the last few months working 
tirelessly to figure a way to bring our annual New En- 
gland tradition to everyone this fall. Despite exploring 
all our options and planning extensively, we realized 
that The Big E experience that everyone has come to 
know and love would not be the same. 

We care for each and every one of our fairgoers and 
our job is to help you make the best memories possible. 
Because of that, we must now switch our focus to the 
future. Please join us in doing that. 

Thank you all for your support and we’ll see you 
September 17-October 3, 2021, when we can all cele- 
brate together again. 

All purchases for the Zach Williams concert, 
scheduled for September 20, will be refunded in full. 


July 2, 2020 
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Monson in Bloom 


MONSON -— The Friends of ning sun-proof naturalizer with 


monsonlibrary.com/monson-in 


the Monson Free Library are be- 
ginning the 2020-21 year with a 
“Monson in Bloom’ fundraiser. 
Members of the Friends will be 
selling daffodil bulbs until Sep- 
tember. The group has chosen the 
narcissus “Accent” an award win- 


four inch flowers of ivory white 
encircling a frilled funnel-shaped 
cup of light salmon-pink to salm- 
on-rose. The bulbs will be sold in 
packages of 10 for $10.00. Or- 
ders will be taken until Septem- 
ber 15th; forms are available at 


-bloom-bulb-fundraiser or from 
Gay Paluch at 413 893 9014 or 
gay.paluch@comcast.net. Bulbs 
will be available for pick up and 
planting in mid-October. 
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Recycling 
in Palmer July 11" 


PALMER -—- Due to the July 4th holiday falling 
on the first Saturday in July, recycling will be held on 
Saturday, July 11" at the Palmer DPW at 1015 Bridge 
Street in Palmer from 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m., according 
to the town’s DPW. Please practice social distancing. 





Wales Senior Center 
looking to start curbside 
pickup program 


By Jonah Snowden 
jsnowden@ turley.com 


WALES — Because of COVID-19, the Wales Senior 
Center had to close their food distribution operations, 
which included dine-in and takeout; but recently, the 
center has been planning to start a curbside pickup pro- 
gram in place of them. 

By starting this program, the senior center can be- 
gin distributing food out to local seniors again, even 
while the threat of coronavirus is still prevalent. 

“T figured offering a takeout lunch was the better 
option, rather than having lunch in-house,” said Cheri 
Fisher, director of the Senior Center. “My intention 
when it’s safer is to go back to dine-in or takeout.” 

Although the structure of the curbside-pickup pro- 
gram has been set, before it can officially begin, the se- 
nior center needs a part-time senior center cook position 
to be filled. 

The position requires the selected cook to work 16 
hours a week and make two meals a week for roughly 
25 patrons on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Also, the cook 
would be required to conduct regular kitchen cleaning 
and upkeep, supply ordering and pick up, and menu 
planning, with flexible hours and the assistance of vol- 
unteer staff. 

The selected senior center cook would also be pre- 
sented the chance to branch out and try some of their 
own recipes and cooking style. 

Fisher said it would be a great way to serve the pub- 
lic. 

“This is a great way to do it, and get paid for it as 
well,” said Fisher. 


For more details on the position, call the senior 
center at 413-245-9683. Also for updates on what the 
senior center has been up to, visit their Facebook page, 
at https://www.facebook.com/Wales-Ma-Senior-Cen- 
ter-300682070583898/. 


The Big E Box Office will be contacting ticket purchas- 
ers directly. 
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Municipal Vulnerability project for two years, and that 
the grant money makes Town Hall more independent 
if the power grid goes down, through technologies like 
batteries and solar panels. Brassard said the $15,000 
would cover funds needed to get a 25% local match. 

The annual and special town meetings were held 
outside to allow for social distancing, in Moriarty Field 
at Granite Valley School. 

Town meeting moderator Peter Matrow gave spe- 
cial recognition to the finance committee before the dis- 
solution of the annual town meeting, applauding them 
for putting together the budget via Zoom. 

“For them to do it udner the conditions they did is 
exemplary,’ he said. 

He also thanked a ee who’s retiring, for 
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HFA reopening Isreal Outdoors: Sensei Israel Lopez conducting his Martial Arts Class on the grounds of Hitch- 
cock Academy. 
e Hazardous Tree Removal 
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Hitchcock Academy plans for phase 
three reopening 


BRIMFIELD — Hitchcock Academy is ready to 
welcome back programs as deemed appropriate by 
the Governor’s Phase 3 guidelines, which currently 
are slated to take effect on July 6. 

Executive Director, Cindy Skowyra said that, 
“not all programming will return initially as each 
class needs to meet the mandated protocols.” Skowyra 
said she is proud of the work staff has done to assure a 
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WE'RE STILL 


able to offer locally sourced food,’ Skowyra said. 
She reminds people the Farmer’s Market is open ev- 
ery Saturday from 9 to 2 rain or shine. Skowyra said 
Hitchcock is making plans to reschedule the Town 
Wide Tag Sale. “I know many people used the quar- 
antine time to sort through 
cupboards, sheds, attics, 
basements and drawers,’ 


The Journal Register has changed its firm deadline 
for public submissions to Mondays. To get your 
submission in for that week’s edition, email Editor 
at elinscott@turley.com or call the office at 
413-283-8393 by noon on Mondays. 

We appreciate the cooperation of our readers. 
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been working diligently with those instructors who 
have indicated a desire to initiate in person classes,” 
Skowyra said. She also noted, “We are offering pro- 
gramming outside as an option if it meets a program’s 
needs. Skowyra cited Sensei Israel Lopez’s Martial 
Arts class as an example of successful outdoor pro- 
gramming. Lopez sets up mats on a shaded spot be- 
hind HFA for his class. This venue gives Lopez ample 
space to demonstrate and observe technique, while 
maintaining adequate space between the pupils. Lau- 
rie Merritt, Hitchcock’s resident dog trainer, offers 


Tag Sale is the perfect way 
to finish the clearing out 
process and make some 
money!” 

Skowyra also — said 
the quarantine offered an 
opportunity for reevalu- 
ation at HFA to do some 
housekeeping of their own. 
Skowyra started at the helm 
just a few weeks before the 
pandemic shut everything 





Corrections 


The Journal Register will 
gladly correct factual errors that 
appear in this paper. Corrections 
or clarifications will always ap- 
pear on Page 2 or 3. To request 
a correction, send information to 
Editor at elinscott@turley.com, 
or call 283-8393, extension 236. 
Corrections may also be request- 
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order to adhere to guidelines. The staircases are now 
one way to prevent cross traffic interaction. Hand 
sanitizing stations are available in each room and 
rooms will be sanitized at the end of every class. Per 
the governor’s guidelines masks are required inside 
the building. 

Skowyra said Hitchcock will continue to explore 
online options for some classes. She noted that violin 
lessons with Linda Day Newland continued uninter- 


the job I was hired for, but 
despite all this I love it and 
look forward to growing 
the organization and be- 
ing an integral part of the 
community. Like every- 
one else the shutdown had 
an impact on our bottom 
line. We’ll be looking to 
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offset the difference.” She ae 
invites anyone with an idea 
for a class or a program to 
“shoot us a line at execdi- 
rector @ hitchcockacade- 


a Tropical Summer Cupcake Kit featuring online in- 
structions for students interested in developing their 
skills. Kits, which included all supplies for the com- 
pletion of half a dozen large cupcakes, were picked up 
at Hitchcock Academy. 
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practices while allowing 
students the one on one 
guidance essential to 
building their skills. 
During the quaran- 
tine Skowyra worked in 
concert with the Brim- 
field Board of Health 
to insure a successful 
opening of the Farmer’s 
Market. “We were one 
of the first in the state 
to open in April and be 
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SOCIAL SECURITY MATTERS 
Finding out about 
special extra 
earnings for 
military service 


By Russell Gloor 
Guest columnist 


Dear Rusty: How do I find out if I get any 
extra earnings for my military service of 28 
years (Navy, 1982-2011), when I begin collect- 
ing my full Social Security retirement benefit 
next year (in July 2021)? Signed: Retired Vet- 
eran 

Dear Retired Veteran: First, as a fellow 
veteran, I want to thank you for your 28 years 
of military service, but I need to clarify what 
those “special extra earnings” are. That’s not 
an additional amount which will be added to 
your monthly Social Security benefit as a bo- 
nus for serving. Rather it is an additional dollar 
amount which has already been added to your 
earnings record for the years you served in the 
military. 

Those receiving active duty military pay 
have contributed to Social Security since 1957, 
and that record of your military pay is already 
on file with Social Security. But a long time 
ago Congress decided to bump up the recorded 
earnings of those with earlier military service 
to make it easier for them to qualify for Social 
Security, and to possibly provide a slightly 
higher benefit when the earnings from those 
years in the military are included in the compu- 
tation of Social Security benefits. 

To compute your benefit, Social Security 
uses the 35 highest earning years from your 
lifetime earnings record (adjusted for inflation). 
So, if your earnings during the years you were 
in the military are among the 35 years used to 
calculate your benefit, those military earnings 
were supplemented with an additional amount 
to make them up to $1,200 per year higher than 
you were actually paid. And that higher earn- 
ings amount possibly means a higher Social 
Security benefit because it could make your 
lifetime Average Indexed Monthly Earnings 
(AIME) higher (a higher AIME translates to a 
higher benefit amount). 

In your case, an extra $100 for every $300 
in your actual military pay should have been 
added to your earnings record for each year 
you served between 1982 and 2001 (maximum 
of $1200 for each year). 

For service years after 2001, no additional 
“special credits” are awarded. To verify this, 
you may wish to obtain a copy of your lifetime 
Earnings Statement from Social Security and 
verify that your recorded earnings for 1982 — 
2001 are $1,200 more than you were actually 
paid while serving. And if not, you should sup- 
ply a copy of your DD-214 when applying for 
your Social Security benefits. You can obtain a 
copy of your lifetime Earnings Statement on- 
line if you have a personal “my Social Securi- 
ty” account at www.ssa.gov/myaccount; other- 
wise you Il need to request a copy directly from 
Social Security. 

For general information applicable to 
those who served prior to 1978, computation of 
their “special extra earnings” were computed a 
little differently. For those veterans, the max- 
imum annual “special extra earnings” supple- 
ment was still $1,200, but the method for com- 
puting their extra earnings was to give an extra 
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Weed less by planting 


groundcovers 


It’s amazing the amount of growth 
crabgrass can put on in just a matter of 
weeks. Although it feels like I was just 
out there weeding, I must admit that 
some of my gardens are in- 
undated with it. Had I been a 
better mulcher this past spring, 
it’s likely I wouldn’t have this 
problem. Unfortunately, how- 
ever, mulch is only a temporary 
solution to our weeds. To really 
be effective in our ornamental 
gardens it must be “refreshed” 
or top-dressed each year. This | = 
can amount to a great expense ane 
if large areas of the yard need to 
be covered. Instead of mulch- 
ing so much consider using 
groundcovers. When used appropriately 
they can keep down the weeds and add 
another dimension of interest to the land- 
scape. Best of all, there is one to fit every 
situation: sun or shade, wet or dry! 

One of my favorite groundcovers 1s 
Ajuga or bugle weed. It smothers weeds 
by quickly forming a dense carpet of fo- 
liage. The most common type has bur- 
gundy leaves and medium blue flower 
spikes in late spring. Variegated varieties 
are also available as are those that bloom 
in white or pink. It hugs the ground ex- 
cept when in flower. Plant in sun or par- 
tial shade anywhere that the soil remains 
evenly moist. Spring or fall division is 
fine; set new clumps nine inches or more 
apart. 

Another very effective yet underused 
groundcover is sweet woodruff. Galium 
odoratum grows to a height of six to eight 
inches. Leaves are shiny green, and grow 
in delicate whorls. When crushed they 
release a vanilla fragrance. For this rea- 
son sweet woodruff was a popular strew- 
ing herb during Elizabethan times. It also 
is the main ingredient in May wine. Tiny, 
star-shaped flowers are delightful in May 
and June. Plant in a shady spot where 
moisture is sufficient. Divisions are best 
made in the spring months. 

Periwinkle or vinca is a well-known 
groundcover suitable to many locations 
in the landscape. As long as your soil is 
well-drained periwinkle will thrive there, 


IN THE 
GARDEN 





whether it be in sun or shade. Shiny, dark 
green leaves are produced on shoots that 
root easily along the surface of the soil. 
In no time at all a thick mat will form, 
choking out weeds and even 
desirable plants in its path. Cut 
back hard or even mow to keep 
in check. Quarter-sized violet 
blue flowers cover the foliage 
in late spring. Divide anytime 
but remember to water trans- 
plants well until they are estab- 
lished. 

Lamium or dead nettle is 
another groundcover of inter- 
est. Both its flowers and var- 
iegated foliage make it worthy 
or cultivation. The term “dead” 
refers to the plants inability to inflict 
pain when touched, unlike the other 
nettle, which of course is aptly named 
stinging nettle. My two favorite forms 
of this plant have yellow flowers. Yellow 
archangel forms more clumps, reaching 
the height of 10 inches, whereas ‘Varie- 
gatum’ spreads quickly by runners and 
grows about 14 inches tall. Both have 
splotched foliage and unique, hooded 
blooms in late spring. When planted in 
full sun dead nettle requires moist soil. In 
shadier locales it tolerates dry soil very 
well. Utilize it under shade trees where 
grass will not grow. Underplant with late 
blooming tulips or daffodils for an in- 
credible show. 

For more information on these and 
other groundcovers, consult “Herbs in 
Bloom” by Jo Ann Gardner (Timber 
Press, $24.95). Great pictures and de- 
tailed cultural information will reinvigo- 
rate you, even this late in the season, and 
even if crabgrass has got the best of your 
garden. 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from 
the Stockbridge School of Agriculture 
at the University of Massachusetts. For 
the last 28 years, she has held the posi- 
tion of staff horticulturalist at Old Stur- 
bridge Village. She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a question for 
her? Email it to ekennedy@turley.com 
with “Gardening Question” in the sub- 
Ject line. 


cust 
Roberta McQuaid 
Columnist 


Saluting John 
Philip Sousa and 
“Stars and Stripes 
Forever’ 


n July 4, 1776, the “Decla- 
() isis: of Independence” was 

signed declaring our young 
country’s independence from Great 
Britain. Since 1777, in unofficial 
and later, with official state and na- 
tional holidays, families, groups, 
communities and cities all across 
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the United States of America cele- JOAN EB 
brate our independence with various COOMBS 
events. 


As part of many public events, 
wherever John Philip Sousa’s famous “The Stars and 
Stripes Forever” is played-- whether in a majestic con- 
cert hall, in a school’s auditorium or in a parade-march- 
ing band-- hearts beat faster, eyes well with tears, hands 
applaud and salute. 

In 1854, America’s “March King,” composer/con- 
ductor Sousa, was born in Washington, D.C. to Euro- 
pean immigrant parents: his father of Portuguese par- 
ents and his mother of Bavarian parents. John’s father 
played the trombone in the U.S. Marine Band. Growing 
up John studied and played many instruments. He heard 
military music in his home as well as in public places. 

Sousa attended the Marine band rehearsals with his 
father, and became an apprentice musician. He joined 
the Marines at age 26, and became the Marine Band 
Director for 12 years. In 1892 he started his own Sousa 
Band and toured American with astounding success. 

Often we learn that a personal, heart-wrenching or 
life-altering event births an emotional response. So it 
was with the arrival of tragic news in the 40 year-old life 
of John Philip Sousa. 

In 1896, when vacationing in Europe with his wife 
Jane, and family, Sousa received the terrible news that 
his good friend and band manager, David Blakely, had 
died. Immediately he made plans to return to America. 
While pacing the S.S. Teutonic steamer’s deck, the first 
stirring notes of “Stars and Stripes Forever’ kept echo- 
ing in his mind. His biography states, “...absorbed in 
thoughts of my manager’s death and the many duties 
and decision which awaited me in New York... began 
to sense a rhythmic beat of a band playing within my 
brain. Throughout the whole tense voyage, that imagi- 
nary band continued... re-echoing the most distant mel- 
ody.” 

Sousa didn’t, or perhaps couldn’t, pen a note of 
music until reaching shore. Then he wrote each measure 
that his “brain-band played” without a single note ever 
being changed. 

On May 14, 1897, Sousa’s first performance in 
Philadelphia aroused patriotism. The audience stood! A 
tradition was born! Former Sousa Band members said 
they were always inspired “by looking into the misty 
eyes of those in the audience.” 

In 1917, as America entered World War I, Sou- 
sa, then 62, reenlisted, but in the U.S. Naval Reserve. 
He formed and directed a musical battalion, marched 
across America in parades raising millions of dollars for 
the war effort. 

When Sousa was asked about his patriotism, he 
would emotionally reply that his “Stars and Stripes For- 
ever” music was divinely inspired. 

On July 4th or whenever and wherever you hear 
John Philp Sousa’s “Stars and Stripes Forever” played, 
remember the famous patriotic composer and conduc- 
tor. Stand and patriotically applaud and salute the for- 
mer Marine and Navy serviceman who loved the United 
States of America, its red, white and blue flag, and dis- 
played it through his music. 





The iconic Pemi Loop of the White Mountains 


By Julie Midura 


"| and I have hiked all 48 of 
New Hampshire’s 4,000 Foot- 
ers, but until two weeks ago, 
we had never attempted the iconic 
Pemi Loop. The Pemi Loop is a series 
of interconnected trails that both skirt 
and encircle portions of the 45,000 
acre Pemigewasset Wilderness in the 
heart of the White Mountains. When 
connected, the trails form a 31.5 mile 
rugged, ego-crushing, knee-destroy- 
ing loop, with over 9,000 feet of el- 
evation gain. This hike takes you up 
ten awe-inspiring wide-open rocky 
summits and drops you down several 
perilously steep boulder strewn trails 
on the other side. It takes the average 
hiker over twenty hours to complete 
the entire loop. 

Backpacker Magazine has called 
the Pemi Loop the second hardest day 
hike in America. Tom and I haven’t 
succumbed to the level of insanity 
that causes some hikers to attempt to 
complete the hike in a single day. In- 
stead, we chose to do the loop as part 
of a three-night backpacking trip. In 
order to amp up the challenge factor, 
we decided to hike the loop in what is 
considered the more strenuous direc- 
tion- counterclockwise. 

We started our backpacking trip 
at Lincoln Woods Trailhead on Friday 
at 4:30 p.m. It took us just one and a 
half hours to hike the first five miles. 
Don’t be overly impressed, however, 
because our speed had less to do with 
physical prowess and more to do with 
the fact that we suffer from PTSD 


whenever we step foot on Lincoln 
Woods Trail. You see, in 2017, it took 
Tom and I five long hours to limp out 
of the Pemi Wilderness on this same 
section of trail after I fractured my toe 
and Tom broke his ankle on a back- 
packing trip to the three Bonds. That 
lingering, painful memory from three 
years ago made us race up the trail as 
though we were being chased by a 
bear. 

We reached our camping spot 
at 6 p.m. and proceeded to hang our 
bear bag, filter water, and set up our 
tent in record time... mostly because 
the mosquitoes were taking more of 
my blood than my last donation to the 
American Red Cross. The only way to 
escape their wrath was by getting into 
our tent as fast as possible. 

We awoke at 4:30 on Saturday 
morning and began hiking up Bond- 
cliff Trail at 6 am. Three grueling 
hours later, we were eating breakfast 
on the summit of our first mountain 
of the day; Bondcliff. Since we were 
blessed with blue skies and minimal 
wind, we spent an hour taking in the 
360-degree awe-inspiring vistas be- 
fore continuing north along the ridge. 

The next five and a half miles 
brought us up and over four more 
4,000 foot mountains. Unfortunate- 
ly, the sunshine decided not to join 
us on the rest of our hike. We were 
walking through view-stealing dense 
clouds as we reached each subsequent 
mountain peak. When the wind joined 
forces with the clouds and the wind 
chill temps dipped into the thirties, 
we donned our gloves and down jack- 





Celebrating on the final peak - Mt. 
Flume. 


ets. Which was actually a good thing, 
because backpackers find it very sat- 
isfying to utilize each and every item 
that we place in our backpacks. We 
hate getting home from a hike, pull- 
ing gear from our packs that we never 
used, and knowing that we carried all 
of that extra weight for nothing. 

By the time we reached South 
Twin, our fifth and final mountain of 
the day, we had been hiking for eight 
and a half hours. As we descended 
from the summit on the steepest trail 
of the day, fatigue was setting in. 
What that means in hiker lingo is that 
I was so exhausted that my legs no 
longer felt connected to my body, and 
I wanted to stop and lie down right 
on the center of the rocky trail. It was 


here that I said to Tom, “I’m glad that 
we’re doing the Pemi Loop, but this is 
a ‘one and done’ hike. Once we com- 
plete it, I never want to put our bodies 
through this kind of torture again.” 
Tom agreed wholeheartedly. 

We stopped for the day at 5:30 
pm about a half mile shy of our goal 
— Garfield tent site. The reason we 
stopped early had absolutely NOTH- 
ING to do with the fact that we were 
approaching an insanely steep section 
of trail and there was a high probabil- 
ity that my heart was going to go into 
AFIB if I attempted to climb it. We 
located a level area to set up our tent 





and proceeded with our evening ritual 
of settling in for the night. Our stealth 
campsite was the unofficial halfway 
point of our trip. We had a few more 
miles in front of us than behind us at 
this point, but we had passed the curve 
in the loop. On Sunday morning, we’d 
be heading in a southerly direction. 
We were shivering from _ the 
cold when we crawled into our tent 
at 7:30 p.m. I pulled on every layer 
that I had... gloves, hat, three layers of 
merino wool base layers and a down 
puffy; you know... all of the essen- 
tials for backpacking in the Whites 


MIDURA I page 9 


Election letters 
to the editor 
welcome 


The Journal Register welcomes 
readers to participate in this year’s 
election campaigns by writing letters 
to the editor for publication on these 
pages. Letters of up to 250 words from 
local residents endorsing candidates 
on the ballot or discussing campaign 
issues should be sent to The Journal 
Register, care of Turley Publications, 
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed 
to 413-289-1977 or emailed to dfarm- 
er@turley.com. Please include a day- 
time telephone number for verification 
purposes (it will not be printed). Let- 
ters must be received by noon Monday 
to be considered for that Thursday’s 
newspaper. No attack letters will be 
printed. No letters written by candi- 
dates supporting their own candidacy 
will be printed. If the volume of letters 
received is larger than the space avail- 
able in the newspaper, or if the letters 
become repetitive, the newspaper 
reserves the right to print a represen- 
tative sample. No endorsement letters 
will be printed in the last edition before 
the election. 

For more information, call editor 
Elise Linscott at 413-283-8393. 

Campaign news 

As part of its election coverage, 
the newspaper plans to print stories 
about contested races for Congress, 
state Senate, state House, district at- 
torney and Governor’s Council during 
the weeks leading up to the election, 
as well as a question-and-answer 
voters guide. In order to ensure fair- 
ness to all candidates, no political 
press releases will be printed, nor 
will reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers. 

Candidates who wish to further 
publicize their candidacy, beliefs and 
events may contact Lisa Marulli, 413- 
283-8393 or Imarulli@turley.com, 
about paid advertising in The Journal 
Register. 


Letters to 
the editor 
policy 


Letters to the editor 
should be 250 words or 
less in length, and guest 
columns between 500- 
800 words. No unsigned 
Or anonymous opinions 
will be published. We 
require that the person 
submitting the opinion 
also include his or her 
town of residence and 
home telephone number. 
We must confirm author- 
ship prior to publication. 
We reserve the right 

to edit or withhold any 
submissions deemed to 
be libelous, unsubstanti- 
ated allegations, personal 
attacks, or defamation of 
character. 


Please send opinions to: 
The Journal Register 
Letter to the Editor 

24 Water St., 

Palmer MA 01069, 

or by e-mail to: 
elinscott@turley.com 


The submission deadline 
for consideration is 
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As an upcoming college undergraduate, 
Rix-Hedgecock said she will be attending Berklee 
College of Music in Boston, where she intends to 
double major in songwriting and music business. 
She also said she hopes to grow her company and 
use music to help other people. 

“T see music as an opportunity to have a plat- 
form for social change,” said Rix-Hedgecock. “Mu- 
sic has been something that I’ve been participating 
in for a very long time. I think it’s powerful and can 
help in a lot of ways. I think for me, the best method 
of intertwining music with helping other people, is 
to use that platform.” 

Walch, who recently graduated from Palm- 
er High School, said she was also grateful for her 
scholarship. 

“It was really nice to know that all my hard 
work has paid off,’ said Walch. “I honestly didn’t 
expect to get the award, because it was such a big 
scholarship that spanned across all Comcast areas, 
so I was really excited to receive the email.” 

Like Rix-Hedgecock, Walch was also worked 
with the Hampden District Attorney’s Youth Ad- 
visory Board. Walch said she and Rix-Hedgecock 
worked together, since they were both leaders on the 
board. 

At Palmer High, she was the senior class pres- 
ident and worked on the student council for four 
years. 

“T really enjoyed beingsenior class president be- 
cause it was an opportunity to help my school, help 
all my peers, and helped me be the leading force in 
planning events for the senior class,” said Walch. 
She also said serving on student council taught her 
“what it means to be selfless, and what it means to 
be a leader, and how when everyone works together, 
a lot of good can be done.” 

Walch said she is planning to attend the College 
of the Holy Cross, and although her major is unde- 
cided now — she can’t declare majors until next year 
— she plans to pursue her interest in the pre-medical 
track. 

“T was one of those kids who actually liked the 
hospital,” said Walch. “There’s just something about 
that environment that always interested me, and I 
love helping and caring for people.” 

Eligibility for the scholarship included having 
a demonstrated commitment to community service, 
outstanding qualities in character, integrity, and 
leadership, being enrolled as a high school senior, 
and planning to enroll in a full-time undergraduate 
study at an accredited two- or four-year college, uni- 
versity, or vocational-technical college in the United 
States for the entire 2020-2021 academic year. 

Also, eligible recipients had to demonstrate 
the need for financial assistance, have a minimum 
GPA of 3.0 or 4.0, or its equivalent, and reside in a 
community served by Comcast, and/or participating 
NBCUniversal or Telemundo markets. 
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the department for their response. 

“This was one of the very first calls based on 
the EMR (Electronic Medical Records) agreement, 
which was months in the making to include the fire 
department’s responding on specific medical calls 
where the ambulance might need assistance, or 
where patient care would be more favorable hav- 
ing the first responders on scene,’ said Sigovitch. 
He also said that they were well-prepared for these 
types of calls, based on the training they received 
beforehand. 

“T’ve been on the department 20 years, and that 
was the first time I was actively involved, where you 
were going to have an outcome, and it was great to 
have a positive outcome,” said Sigovitch. 

When on the scene, the firefighters worked un- 
der the direction of DuBois, who guided them in res- 
cuscitating the patient. 

(DuBois) was one of the paramedics on scene 
coordinating the care, and he’s always talked about 
there being a great need on scene for a high acuity 
call, to be able to switch out people that are involved, 
because the act of doing CPR is rather exhaustive,” 
said Sigovitch. “While they were doing the technical 
part with the machines, and they have different drugs 
and equipment they use as paramedics, the CPR be- 
ing done by us allowed them to focus on some of the 
higher degrees of medical intervention.” 

Skorupski, Hudon, and Smith offered similar 
sentiments regarding their experience in saving the 
resident, in what they described as a fast-paced, 
hands-on procedure that took place in a small, closed 
setting. 

It was the first time I’ve ever seen somebody 
in that condition, but in the moment, you just think 
about what everybody around you is doing, and 
youre all just trying to help each other,’ said Smith. 
“You don’t really think about what’s happening; 
more about your role in helping. It doesn’t really 
sink in until after the fact, because you’re so focused 
on doing what you’re doing. It was eye-opening see- 
ing something like that and being able to help.” 

Hudon also said his experience with this call 
was “nerve-wracking.” 

“Tt was something I’ve never seen before,” said 
Hudon. “It was my first time ever performing CPR, 
so it was one of the things I just kept on doing every- 
thing I could to do everything right and make sure 
we brought this guy back to life, and I’d like to say 
our efforts really did pay off.” 
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Massachusetts Bankers Association elects new officers 
and Board of Director members 


Steven Lowell of Mon- 
son Savings Bank 
named to Board of 
Directors 


BOSTON — The Massa- 
chusetts Bankers Association 
(MBA) has elected new officers 
and members to its board of 
directors, including Patrick J. 
Murray, president and CEO of 
Bristol County Savings Bank in 
Taunton, as Board Chair effec- 
tive July 1, 2020. 

The new officers and _ at- 
large MBA board positions in- 
clude: 


Board Chair: 

Patrick J. Murray 

President & CEO 

Bristol County Savings Bank, 
Taunton 


Vice Chair: 
Peter G. Brown 
President & CEO 
Dedham Savings 


Treasurer: 

Mark R. O’ Connell 
President & CEO 
Avidia Bank, Hudson 


Immediate Past Chair: 
William M. Parent 
President & CEO 
Envision Bank, Stoughton 


New At-Large Directors 

Lisa J. Oliver 

President & CEO 

The Cooperative Bank of Cape 
Cod, Hyannis 


Shimna Sameer 

Managing Director; 

National Operations 

& Northeast Division Executive 
Bank of America, Boston 


Jane C. Walsh 
President & CEO 
Northmark Bank, North Andover 


The remainder of the Massachu- 
setts Bankers Association Board 
of Directors includes: 


Ping Yin Chai 
President & CEO 
Salem Five Bank 


Martin F. Connors 

President & CEO 

Rollstone Bank & Trust, Fitch- 
burg 


Robert J. Fraser 
President & CEO 
MountainOne Bank, 
North Adams 


Steven E. Lowell 
President & CEO 
Monson Savings Bank 


Kathleen C. Marcum 
President & CEO 
Millbury National Bank 


Michael G. McAuliffe 

President & CEO 

Middlesex Savings Bank, Natick 
(Re-appointment) 


Carol R. McClintock 
President & CEO 
Commonwealth Bank, Hyde Park 


Meg Mclsaac 
President & CEO 
Mansfield Bank 


Thomas L. Mortimer 
President & CEO 
Haverhill Bank 


Girard R. Sargent 
Regional President 
Citizens Bank, NA, Boston 
(Re-appointment) 


Nobo Sircar 
EVP & CFO 
Bank of New Hampshire, Laconia 


Kevin M. Tierney, Sr. 
President & CEO 

North Shore Bank, Peabody 
(Re-appointment) 


John R. Wiseman 

President & CEO 

Middlesex Federal Savings, F.A., 
Somerville 


“This is a terrific group 
of individuals to lead our lo- 
cal banking industry as board 
members, as well as being sig- 
nificant executives in their own 
markets,” said Daniel J. Forte, 
president and CEO of the MBA. 
“We know that there are great 
opportunities ahead for our in- 
dustry, as well as a fair share of 
challenges. Each of these new 
members of the board will pro- 
vide considerable expertise and 
diverse talents, serving a very 
large consumer footprint.” 

“Pat Murray, our new 
chair,” added Forte, “is highly 
regarded throughout our indus- 
try, with great knowledge and 
skill in managing a full ser- 
vice $2.4 billion community 
bank with 20 branches serving 
Southeastern Massachusetts 
and Northern Rhode Island.” 

Pat has over 35 years of 
experience in the banking and 
financial services industry and 
has been president and CEO of 
Bristol County Savings Bank 
for eight years. He is a champi- 
on of membership engagement, 
promoting the economic impact 
of the local banking industry, 


expanding financial literacy, 
and encouraging community 
volunteer work and_ philan- 
thropic giving to local agencies. 

“While there are challeng- 
es ahead for our industry, I am 
humbled by this election to 
serve the members of the Mas- 
sachusetts Bankers Associa- 
tion,’ said Murray. “This is an 
exciting time to be a member 
of the Massachusetts banking 
community and I remain awe- 
struck by the dedication and 
hard work, from so many indus- 
try professionals, who come to- 
gether to make a positive impact 
across the Commonwealth.” 

The Massachusetts Bank- 
ers Association represents 130 
commercial, savings, coopera- 
tive, and federal savings banks 
and savings and loan associa- 
tions with approximately $380 
billion in local assets, 72,000 
employees across Massachu- 
setts and New England , over 
2,000 banking locations, more 
than 4,500 ATMs, and donate 
more than $105 million annual- 
ly to social agencies and char- 
itable organizations across the 
Commonwealth. For further 
information, visit www.mass- 
bankers.org. 
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New Birth Christian Church, located at 4025 Church St., Thorndike. 


CHURCH | from page 1 


so that’s exciting. The general feeling by 
people is that they’re happy to finally be 
able to get back in and worship.” 

Indoor service at Faith Baptist takes 
place each Sunday at 10:45 a.m. Each 
attendee is expected to wear a mask and 
practice social distancing. To learn more 
about the New Faith Baptist Church, 
located at 251 Shearer St., visit https:// 
www.faithbaptistchurchpalmer.org/. 

New Birth Christian Church is an- 
other area church that has been open 
since Sunday, June 7th. Before officially 
reopening, Pastor Billy Webb said he and 
his wife, Lori Webb, were conducting a 
virtual service from the church on its 
Facebook page. 

“We were still holding services at 
our church to encourage the people who 
go to our church and let them know that 
we’re still here,’ said Webb. ‘““The last 
thing I wanted was everybody to feel like 


we were not.” 

Webb said the indoor service at 
New Birth takes place on Sundays at 
10:00 a.m. The current occupancy limit 
in the sanctuary is 45, rows are blocked 
off to enforce social distancing, and oth- 
er aspects of service, such as the month- 
ly communion and offering, have been 
modified to ensure the safety of all vis- 
itors. The downstairs area of the church 
has been closed as well. 

To learn more about New Birth 
Christian Church, located on 4025 
Church St., Thorndike, visit https://bit. 
ly/3dCRhh4. 

Although they have not officially 
reopened their doors for indoor service, 
Second Congregational Church is still 
offering a service virtually, during which 
the few members physically in atten- 
dance practice social distancing. Each 
service is recorded, and later broad- 
casted on the churche’s Facebook page, 
MPACT-TV, and The Valley’s Classic 
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The Library Loft 


Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center * 1085 Park Street, Palmer 


We are celebrating our 
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons. 
Thanks to our wondertul "friends, volunteers and patrons. 
HOURS: 
Tues. 1Oam- 4pm * Wed. 10am - 4pm Thurs. 10am - 4pm 
Fri. 1Oam-4pm ¢ Sat. 10am - 4pm 


HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE 


Book donations will be accepted at the Falmer Public 
Library or the Library Lott during open hours. 
Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books. 
We accept books only in good, clean condition. 


For more information call 253-3330 ext. 100 
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Second Congregational Church, located at 1080 Pleasant St., Palmer. 


Hits 97.7 FM. 

Pastor Bruce Prestwood-Taylor said 
currently, the church has a committee 
that is working on reopening according 
to federal state, local, and denomina- 
tional guidelines. He also said the tenta- 
tive date for reopening could take place 
during the month of September. 

When the doors officially reopen, 
Prestwood-Taylor said he is looking for- 
ward to having the church bring people 
together once again. 

“The church is very friendly to ev- 
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jop Floor 


LEARNING 


1455 N. Main Street, Third Floor gi 
Palmer, MA 01069 
facebook.com/topfloorlearningpalmer 






erybody who comes there. At the same 
time, it’s a community of people, many 
of whom have long standing relation- 
ships with other people in the church, 
and we miss that,’ said Prestwood-Tay- 
lor. “We miss getting together and being 
able to meet people. The face-to-face 
relationships is a big part of it, as is the 
worship.” 

To learn more about Second Con- 
gregational Church, visit http://second- 
churchpalmer.org/. 


Top Floor Learning, a privately funded 
non-profit corporation, has been helping 
others help themselves for 35 years with 

its Adult Basic Education programs. 
What makes Top Floor Learning 


unique Is its 
personalized instruction. 





e Basic reading, writing and math skills 


classes) 

Citizenship preparation 
Basic Computer Skills 
Resume Writing 


ASVAB, SAT and TOEFL 


Let TFL’s method of 
One-to-One private tutoring help 
you reach your goals with: 


e High School Equivalency Exam (GED) preparation 
e English Language Instruction (including conversation 


Tutoring for specialized licenses and tests such as: 


For program information call Gail (413) 283-2329, 
or reach her by e-mail at: gcarneiro@topfloorlearning.org 


POSTPONEMENT: 
We are so sorry 
but our May 
Scrabble Night 
and our May 
Basket Raffle will 
be postponed. 
At this time we 
are uncertain as 
to when they will 
be rescheduled. 








VOLUNTEER 
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TOP FLOOR 
LEARNING NEWS! 


We are pleased to announce that we are now 
offering tutoring to High School students 
in need of help in reading, writing or math. 


This unique one-to-one tutoring is being offered as 
we continue to receive requests for this service. 





COMPUTER HELP IS HERE! 


Do you want to learn how to: 


e Use a computer ¢ Email 


e Create a Facebook page, etc.? 





) “like” us on 


(a) 
f facebook 


facebook.com/topfloorlearningpalmer 








(7% 


(} Y 


TORN has 







@® Celebrate your loved one's life by donating 
to Top Floor Learning in their memory. 
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Soldiers’ Home Coalition addresses key concerns with Baker-Polito reforms 


Five issues identified on 
oversight, governance, 
additional Services, 
capital improvements 


HOLYOKE —- A coalition of 
Veterans, family members, Vet- 
eran services representatives and 
concerned citizens called on the 
Baker-Polito Administration to ad- 
dress significant concerns with the 
list of reforms announced on June 
25 to improve the operations and 
oversight of the Soldiers’ Home in 
Holyoke. 

While the Coalition appreciates 
the numerous proposals outlined in 
the press release and the administra- 
tion’s attention to the most serious 
matters in the Pearlstein investiga- 
tion findings, its members caution 
that the implementation of reforms 
must not take place until there is an 
outreach effort. 

The outreach effort must in- 
clude a process for the state to re- 
ceive feedback and consensus from 
family members and from the Vet- 
eran community in western Massa- 
chusetts. This is our first and most 
important demand of the adminis- 
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at Kelly & Velazquez Eye Center 


1504 N. Main Street 
Palmer 


413-283-351 1 


tration. 

“We, the members of the Coa- 
lition to Fund the Holyoke Soldiers’ 
Home Now, demand a voice on all 
matters regarding the future of the 
Soldiers’ Home in Holyoke,” said 
Coalition members in a statement 
following a meeting Thursday eve- 
ning. 

“In the aftermath of the 
COVID-19 outbreak at the Sol- 
diers’ Home, the reforms outlined 
will have consequences far reaching 
for Veterans and their family mem- 
bers for years to come and we ap- 
peal to Governor Baker to include 
our input before moving forward. 
We, as a Commonwealth, must get 
this right if we are to move from the 
tragedy that resulted in the deaths of 
76 Veterans. Their family members 
deserve to be heard, and we as cit- 
izens call on the Governor to hear 
our voices.” 

We call on the Baker Admin- 
istration to remember the words of 
Governor Paul Dever. 

“The scissors of false economy 
will never be used to cut the appro- 
priations needed for the mainte- 
nance of this outstanding institution 
erected for the veterans of Massa- 
chusetts,’ said Governor Dever 
on the day of the dedication of the 

Soldiers’ Home 
in Holyoke in 
1952. 
our 
be- 
lief that Gov- 
eror Dever’s 


362 Sewall Street 
Ludlow 


413-589-1806 
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to stop the 
stigma associated 
with addiction. 





words are as important today as 
ever before. Our Veterans must not 
be victimized by any administration 
that does not adequately fund their 
needs. We, a coalition of Veterans, 
family members of Veterans and 
concerned citizens demand that our 
Commonwealth commit to provid- 
ing care with honor and dignity for 
our most senior Veterans. This is a 
moral obligation. 

In the vein of ensuring this 
commitment is followed and after 
reviewing the administration’s press 
release, the Coalition specifically 
outlines the following five areas 
of concern with recommendations. 
The lack of comments on other re- 
forms does not constitute our con- 
sent currently, but we believe these 
five areas are of the greatest priority 
for attention and deserve the utmost 
attention. 

First, regarding the Department 
of Veterans’ Services Oversight of 
the Soldiers’ Homes. 

We recommend that both the 
Soldiers’ Home in Holyoke and 
the Soldiers’ Home in Chelsea be 
aligned under the Massachusetts 
Department of Public Health, Bu- 
reau of Hospitals. The bureau 
currently provides oversight of 
four multi-specialty care facilities, 
including Western Massachusetts 
Hospital in Westfield. Their focus 
is on the “delivery of health care 
services to special populations.” 
Veterans are a special population 
with multiple physical and behav- 
ioral health challenges distinct from 


Recently graduated from 
Simmons University 

with a degree in nursing. 
Proud parents are 
Lawrence & Kristy Miceli 
of Windham, NH. Equally 
proud are grandparents 
Daniel & Janice Ziegler 
of Merrimack, NH and 
Lawrence and Darline 
Miceli of Palmer, MA. 
Also proud is brother 
Joseph Miceli. 


the general population, and DPH is 
far more capable in overseeing and 
providing regulatory guidance to 
the two homes than the appointment 
of an individual in the Department 
of Veterans’ Services. 

Second, regarding changes 
to the Soldiers’ Homes’ Board of 
Trustees. 

While we agree with an ap- 
proach that builds consistency with 
the governance of the two Homes, 
we propose that the Trustees’ mod- 
el be much more closely examined 
and be overhauled. We propose the 
appointment of representatives to 
the respective boards from the Con- 
gressionally Chartered Veterans’ 
Services Organizations and major 
Veteran representative groups in 
Massachusetts (Veterans of Foreign 
Wars, Disabled American Veterans, 
American Legion, AMVETS, Viet- 
nam Veterans of America, Military 
Order of The Purple Heart and the 
Western Massachusetts Veteran 
Service Officer Association). We 
further propose that the chairperson 
of the respective boards be chosen 
by a vote of the board members. 

We strongly oppose the addi- 
tion of the Secretary of the Exec- 
utive Office of Health and Human 
Services and the Secretary of Vet- 
erans’ Services as ex-officio mem- 
bers. This proposal is contrary to 
the intent of the citizens of the Com- 
monwealth to create the Homes as 
independent agencies with a board 
of trustees chartered by law to en- 
sure the proper resources for the 


THE CENTERED PLACE 


care and well-being of Veterans, in- 
dependent of the administration. 

The current board structure 
for the Soldiers’ Home in Holyoke 
mandates representation from the 
four counties of western Massachu- 
setts in providing a voice for citi- 
zens in our region. 

To have the administration 
place two of its governor-appoint- 
ed secretaries on the board would 
further destroy the autonomy of the 
board and would subject the Homes 
to the political and fiscal priorities 
of the administration, resulting in 
continued underfunding and under- 
staffing as has been the case over 
the past several years in Holyoke. 

Further, our Coalition has not- 
ed a direct correlation between DVS 
micro-management of the Board of 
Trustees of the Soldiers’ Home in 
Holyoke as demonstrated by DVS 
directing a | percent increase to the 
Home’s budget for fiscal year 2021. 
This administrative control has re- 
sulted in dire consequences for the 
Veterans the Trustees are chartered 
to serve. 

Third, regarding the hiring of 
a Designated Occupational Health 
Nurse. 

The Coalition supports this 
proposal. We further propose the 
creation and funding of the follow- 
ing positions: a full-time geriatric 
physician as the medical director; 
a geriatric nurse practitioner; and a 
psychiatric nurse practitioner. We 
are especially concerned, follow- 
ing feedback from family members, 
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Celebrating International Yoga Day, June 21 


Voted Best Yoga in the region by 


Town & Country Living Magazine = * 


Have compassion. Be considerate of others. 
Take care of yourself. 


413 436 73/4 


286 BRIDGE ST, WARREN MA 


WWW.THECENTEREDPLACE.COM 


MRC 


VA'(-We-1 | rot T a al-1| om Kom (-t-To Mm dame \Vam Kei c-laoM-lilel lite Mm dal-Me) oliel(oM-yel(e(-Vinl (om oh] 
Teale Ml-late [Ur-vet-M uate) me (-tecadte|uit-lap<-S-M da l-Me|(-1-¥-}-1- Moy mi] ost e-lale-MUEY- Mel t-te) gel e 


That means using terminology that recognizes that substance use disorder 
we Motalcolal Com i at-s-s-Mumlon ae: Misrele-\ iil illare Mmr-lile Mm ox-Xe) o)(-Met-laM-lile Me (om a-\<oht-1 es 


Join Us! Go to our website & Facebook page for more information. 


We pledge to treat all people with a substance 
use disorder with dignity and respect. 


We pledge to talk about addiction as a chronic 
illness, not a moral failing. 


We pledge to be leaders in reducing stigma 
and promoting recovery from this disease. 





Prevention. Treatment. Recovery. 


Baystate 
Health 


ADVANCING CARE. 
ENHANCING LIVES. 





that the state must address the in- 
creased demand for geriatric psy- 
chiatric care given the population 
that the Soldiers’ Home serves. 

Fourth, regarding the appoint- 
ment of the Superintendent of the 
Holyoke Soldiers’ Home. 

The Coalition strongly opposes 
the EOHHS Secretary as appointing 
authority. Coalition members view 
this proposal as another attempt 
by the administration to further di- 
lute the autonomy of the Board of 
Trustees, allowing for a political 
“at-will” appointment that would be 
subject to the removal of the gover- 
nor at any time. Such an appoint- 
ment is perceived by the Coalition 
as a political maneuver to solidify 
loyalty to the administration. This 
would be to the detriment of the in- 
dependence of the Board of Trust- 
ees, which was chartered by the 
citizens of our Commonwealth to 
ensure the interests of the Veterans 
it is entrusted to serve. 

Furthermore, we recommend 
that the Chairman of the Board of 
Trustees be responsible for the an- 
nual performance appraisal of the 
superintendent to allow the super- 
intendent to advocate for the true 
needs of the Soldiers’ Home with- 
out fear of retribution from the 
administration when he or she dis- 
agrees with the administration when 
supporting the objectives of the 
Board of Trustees and to eliminate 
the possibility of removal by the 
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NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertis- 
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in- 
sertion, nor will be li- 
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu- 
pied by the item in the 
advertisement. 


What we say and how we say it makes a difference. 


NON-STIGMATIZING LANGUAGE 


Person with a substance use disorder 


Babies with an opioid dependency 


Substance use disorder or addiction 


Use, misuse 


Risky, unhealthy, or heavy use 


Person in recovery 
Abstinent 


Not drinking or taking drugs 
Treatment or medication for addiction 
Medication for Opioid Use 
Disorder/Alcohol Use Disorder 


Positive, negative (toxicology screen results) 


Alcoholic 
Addict 
User 
Abuser 
Drunk 
Junkie 


Abuse 
Problem 


Clean 





e Drug habit 


“© Clean, dirty 
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Substance abuser or drug abuser 


-e Addicted Babies/Born addicted 


Substitution or replacement therapy 
Medication-Assisted Treatment 





_ Grayken Center 
for Addiction 
Boston Medical Center 
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PVSSL ready to play at start of Phase 3 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


REGION — The Pioneer Valley 
Summer Soccer League is starting 
to take shape, and if all goes accord- 
ing to plan, the league will be able 
to start up just after the Fourth of 
July holiday. 

Registration has now closed for 
the league for the summer and the 
full schedule of games is being fi- 
nalized. 

Gov. Charlie Baker wanted two 


weeks of data from Phase 2, part 
2, which was centered on allowing 
limited indoor dining. 

Phase 3, at minimum, could 
have started earlier this week before 
the slight delay. But trends have 
continued to be positive in Massa- 
chusetts, as well as the nearby Tri- 
State area. 

Once league play begins, it 
will go through the month of July 
and into early August with the same 
eight-team playoff format. 

League Commissioners Chris 
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and Diana Kolodziey were adamant 
since May they wanted to have a 
season, even if it was delayed or a 
bit shorter. 

The exact game schedule was 
not available as of press time, but it 
could be anywhere from six to 10 
games. The normal regular season 
schedule has often been 10 or 11 
games. Kolodziey said while the 
high school league rarely played 
games on the weekend, weekends 
would be utilized this summer in 
order to fit in as many games as 


possible. 

One difference than in previous 
years due to many obvious reasons 
related to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The A Division for high school 
boys will consist of many teams 
that are normally involved, includ- 
ing Ludlow, Belchertown, Agawam, 
Wilbraham, and Chicopee. Pittsfield 
and Enfield are among newcomers 
to the league this year. 

In the girls A Division, West 
Springfield, last year’s champion, 
leads a field that includes Agawam, 


Pr acebook.com/turleysports 





South Hadley, Monson, Ludlow, 
Wilbraham, and Belchertown. En- 
field joins the league for the first 
time. 

In the B Division, there are 
usually more teams. There are much 
fewer this summer. The Boys league 
has 12 teams. Palmer, South Hadley, 
Ludlow C, Agawam, Belchertown, 
and Wilbraham all have B teams. 
Enfield also joins with a B team. 

The girls B Division will also 
feature a new Enfield team, along 
with Chicopee Comp, Granby, Wil- 
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braham B, Ludlow B, Belchertown 
B, Agawam B, and Hampshire Re- 
gional. 

The Men’s league will have 
just seven teams, including Lusita- 
no Red and White and the Rumble- 
seat. Griffin’s Café is also a return- 
ing team. 

The women’s division includes 
the Lusitano Women, Here For 
Beer, WMass XTremes, and Santos 
among returning teams. 
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Holyoke rookie makes early impact 
in Street Stock event 


WINCHESTER, NH: This 
past Saturday, Monadnock Speed- 
way received the green light from 
the State of New Hampshire to 
host the 2020 Season Opener. The 
race teams and fans were excited to 
finally get back to the track at the 
high banked 4 mile. 

First feature of the night was 
the Pure Stocks as Mike Douglas 
(Northfield, Ma) was the early 
leader. Bruce Clark (Greenfield, 
Ma) was all over the back bumper 
of the Douglas machine as Sammy 
Silva (Alstead, NH) ran third. Lap 
17, a caution flew for Reagan Buf- 
fum (Surry, NH) for an overheating 
issue. On the restart, Douglas and 
Clark ran side by side as Douglas 
regained the lead. On the last lap, 
Clark went to the inside of Doug- 
las coming out of turn four and at 
the line, it was Clark for the win 
followed by Douglas, Silva, Da- 
mon Roy (Claremont, NH), JD 
Stockwell (Turners Falls, Ma). In 
a post race inspection, Clark was 
disqualified for a rules infraction 
with the win being rewarded to 
Douglas. 

Mini Stocks came rolling 
off the track with some compet- 
itors not able to make the feature 
event due to various hard wrecks 
during the qualifier. Kevin Clay- 
ton (Fitzwilliam, NH) led the field 


early. Gordon Farnum (Fitzwil- 
liam, NH) ran a close second with 
Tim Leblanc (Hinsdale, NH) in 
third. By lap six, Leblanc moved 
into second and began to challenge 
Clayton for the lead. Two laps lat- 
er, Leblanc spun Clayton out of the 
lead as the caution flew and Leb- 
lanc was sent to the rear. Farnum 
led the field to the restart as Nathan 
Wenzel (Granby, Ma) and Shelby 
Avery (Bernardston, Ma) battled 
for third. Farnum began to cruise 
away from the rest of the field, Av- 
ery looked to the inside of Wenzel 
for the pass but was denied. At the 
checkers, it was Farnum followed 
by Wenzel, Avery, Doug Curry 
(Norwich, CT) and Leblanc. 
Rookie Tim Wenzel (Holyoke, 
MA) set the pace for the Street 
Stock feature event. Chris Curtis 
(Rutland, MA) moved into the lead 
early as Wenzel attempted to hold 
off Hillary Renaud (Vernon, CT). 
Few laps later, Jaret Curtis (Rut- 
land, MA) was knocking on the 
back bumper of Renaud for third. 
At the half way mark, Chris Curtis 
pulled away from the field as Jaret 
Curtis almost made it three wide 
for second but backed off as Wen- 
zel remained in second. Lap twen- 
ty-two, the caution flew for a flat 
on Chris Riendeau’s race machine. 
On the restart, Chris Curtis held 


the lead as Jaret Curtis moved into 
second with Jimmy Renfrew (Can- 
dia, NH) glued to his back bumper. 
Final lap, Chris Curtis took down 
the victory followed by his son Jar- 
ed Curtis, Jimmy Renfrew, Chris 
Buffone and Tim Wenzel. 

It was a battle from the past 
for the Late Model Sportsman fea- 
ture event as Tyler Lescord (Clare- 
mont, NH), Aaron Fellows (Croy- 
don, NH) and Adam Gray (Granby, 
Ma) battled it out for the lead. Gray 
quickly took the lead but felt pres- 
sure from Fellows who ran sec- 
ond. Robert Hagar ( Windsor, VT) 
worked on the back bumper of Le- 
scord for third. Lap 10, a caution 
flew for Camdyn Curtis who hit the 
front stretch wall. On the restart, 
Fellows took over the lead. Lap 17, 
another caution flew for Bill John- 
ston. On the restart, Fellows con- 
tinued to lead as Gray and Hagar 
ran side by side for second. Hagar 
made the pass as Fellows gained a 
good lead from the rest of the pack. 
At the wave of the checkered flag, 
it was Fellows followed by Hagar, 
Gray, Justin Littlewood (Athol, 
Ma) and Lescord. 

The NHSTRA Modifieds took 
the track for the final NASCAR 
Advanced Auto Parts weekly divi- 
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MIAA 


Questions still surrounding 


Valley Wheel gets 





ready for July 9 


start of season 


SPRINGFIELD — The Valley Wheel Over-30 Baseball League has one 
final tryout on July 5 at 12 noon at Blunt Park in Springfield. The league 
still needs players as it plans to resume play with the first game scheduled 
for Thursday, July 9, and continuing through August. 


Valley Wheel 
League rookie 
players lineup to 
take fly balls. 


Photos by Gregory A. Scibelli 
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athletics return this fall 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


REGION -— A fall season is be- 
ing planned for, but itis still unclear 
what one might look like under 
the new landscape of a COVID-19 
“new normal.” 

According to numerous sourc- 
es, Massachusetts is just one of a 
few states that is on a good track 
to lowering the infection rate of the 
coronavirus and keeping the health- 
care system from being overloaded. 

But as individuals wish to 
“head back on the field,’ it leaves 
a lot of questions, which are jointly 
being considered by high schools 
and the Massachusetts Interscholas- 
tic Athletic Association. 

Their first move was to post- 
pone the use of MaxPreps as a rank- 
ing system for teams. It is supposed 
to a method used to provide unifor- 
mity as the state goes to a statewide 
tournament system and eliminates 
the sectional tournament format. 

In Massachusetts, summers 
sports like baseball are looking to 
open up as part of Phase 3 and hold 
some type of competition. 

But schools have still received 
a lot of guidance for how things 
will need to look in the fall, leav- 


ing a number of schools to consider 
whether a portion of their learning 
will be done remotely, as it was 
done during the past three and a half 
months. 

Schools closer to Boston and 
possibly schools with larger popu- 
lations like in Springfield will have 
to more seriously consider online 
options for school. The MIAA will 
then have to consider what that will 
do for eligibility requirements to 
play a sport. They will also have to 
consider transportation and other 
elements. 

Normally, an individual must 
attend school by a certain time in 
order to be eligible to practice or 
participate in a contest that day. 
Many teams also require a player 
participate in practice the day be- 
fore in order to be eligible to play. 
But if a player is not required to 
physically be in school, how will 
that be handled by the MIAA? 

The “New Normal” until a 
vaccine has been secured for the 
coronavirus will still likely involve 
requiring individuals to wear masks 
or face coverings and to socially 
distance whenever possible. 

In certain sports, like football, 
contact is inevitable. Football also 
draws large crowds on a Friday 


night, and those will need to be con- 
trolled as well. 

The MIAA has already ap- 
pointed a COVID-19 Task Force 
that is looking at many of these is- 
sues. The Task Force has not held 
a formal meeting like many of the 
MIAA sub-committees, but has is- 
sued some different guidance on 
opening sports. 

The Pioneer Valley is repre- 
sented on the committee by Carol 
Kruser, the principal of Chicopee 
High School. 

Among the measures _ that 
have been brought forward so 
far: Schools will have the right to 
choose how their academic eligibil- 
ity for the fall will be based on since 
formal grading was set aside during 
the final three months of the school 
year. Chemical health suspensions 
are being waived for the spring. 
Anyone currently serving any type 
of suspension will receive credit for 
“time served” for the spring season. 

As of press time, the fall sea- 
son is scheduled to start on Mon- 
day, Aug. 24. Football practices will 
begin on Friday, Aug. 21. A Q&A 
done by the MIAA also states that 
championship venues are set to host 
games this fall as of now. 
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American 
International 
College announces 
Dean’s List 


SPRINGFIELD — American 
International College (AIC) in 
Springfield has named 686 stu- 
dents to the Spring 2020 Dean’s 
List. Dean’s List students are full 
time students who have achieved 
a 3.3 to 4.0 GPA. AIC commends 
the exceptional commitment and 
accomplishment of these scholars 
during an unprecendented time. 

Kaitlyn Coelho of Palmer 
Connor Hicks of Monson 
Mairead Kealy of Monson 
Austin Kirby of Monson 
Nicole Kline of Monson 

Mia Levesque of Monson 
Madeline Lister of Monson 
Ashley Lukas of Palmer 
Megan McGuill of Monson 
Meghan Methe of Palmer 
Jackelinne Orellana of Palmer 
Jaymelee Riel of Palmer 
Ashley Roberge of Bondsville 
Molly Serra of Monson 
Dominque Taylor of Palmer 
Tamra Zippin of Monson 

Founded in 1885, American 
International College (AIC) is a 
private, co-educational, doctor- 
al granting institution located in 
Springfield, Massachusetts, com- 
prising the School of Business, 
Arts and Sciences, the School 
of Education, and the School of 
Health Sciences. AIC supports 
and advances education, diver- 
sity, and opportunity for its stu- 
dents and the community. 





Gabrielle Longe of 
Monson named to 
Dean’s Honor List 


Cedarville University — stu- 
dent Gabrielle Longe of Monson, 
MA, majoring in Psychology, was 
named to the Dean’s Honor List 
for Spring 2020. This recognition 
required Longe to maintain a 3.75 
GPA and carry a minimum of 12 
credit hours. 


Spring 2020 Dean’s 
List at Dean College 


Dean College in_ Franklin, 
Mass. is pleased to announce the 
students that have earned a place 
on the Dean’s List for the Spring 
2020 semester. These students have 
demonstrated serious commitment 
to their studies while at Dean Col- 
lege. 

Madison Kowal of Monson. 
Emma McCorkindale of Palmer. 
Alicia Nascembeni of Wales. 
Jordan Pelletier of Monson. 





Eastern student 

John Fiester of 

Monson makes 
Dean’s List 


Eastern Connecticut State Uni- 
versity recently released its Dean’s 
List for the spring 2020 semester. 

John Fiester is a full-time stu- 
dent from Monson who majors in 
Mathematics. 





Geneva College 
announces Dean’s 
List for Spring 2020 


Geneva College in Beaver Falls, 
Penn. has announced the Dean’s 
List of undergraduate students for 
the spring 2020 semester. 

Thomas Fiorini from Palm- 
er was named to Geneva College’s 
Dean’s List for the spring 2020 se- 
mester. 





Resnick named to 
Muhlenberg 
College’s Dean’s List 


Congratulations to Leia Res- 
nick of Monson for being named to 
the Muhlenberg College Dean’s List 
for the Spring 2020 semester. 
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Springfield College recognizes Dean’s 
List students for the Spring Semester 


SPRINGFIELD — Spring- 
field College has recognized 
several area students who’v been 
named Dean’s List Students for 
the 2020 Spring Semester. 

Springfield College has 
named Michael  Blazejowski 
from Palmer to the dean’s list for 
academic excellence for the 2020 
spring semester. Blazejowski is 
studying Applied Exercise Sci- 
ence. 

Springfield College has 
named Trevor Blackburn from 
Palmer to the dean’s list for ac- 
ademic excellence for the 2020 
spring semester. Blackburn is 
studying Computer and Informa- 
tion Sciences. 

Springfield College has 
named Hayden France from 
Brimfield to the dean’s list for 
academic excellence for the 2020 
spring semester. France is study- 
ing Criminal Justice. 

Springfield College has 
named Aiden Casinghino from 
Brimfield to the dean’s list for 
academic excellence for the 2020 
spring semester. Casinghino is 
studying Exploratory Studies. 

Springfield College has 
named Zoe Przybycien from 
Three Rivers to the dean’s list for 


academic excellence for the 2020 
spring semester. Przybycien is 
studying Exploratory Studies. 

Springfield College has 
named Mackenzie Boucher from 
Thorndike to the dean’s list for 
academic excellence for the 
2020 spring semester. Boucher is 
studying Health Science. 

Springfield College has 
named Matthew Gazaille from 
Palmer to the dean’s list for ac- 
ademic excellence for the 2020 
spring semester. Gazaille is 
studying Health Science. 

Springfield College has 
named Heather Fontaine from 
Brimfield to the dean’s list for 
academic excellence for the 
2020 spring semester. Fontaine 
is studying Health Science and 
Pre-Physical Therapy. 

Springfield College has 
named Emma Jacque from Brim- 
field to the dean’s list for academ- 
ic excellence for the 2020 spring 
semester. Jacque is studying Mar- 
keting. 

Springfield College has 
named Hannah Colling from 
Monson to the dean’s list for ac- 
ademic excellence for the 2020 
spring semester. Colling is study- 
ing Sports Biology. 





University of New Hampshire’s Dean’s 
List for the Spring 2020 Semester 


The following students have 
been named to the Dean’s List at 
the University of New Hampshire 
for the spring 2020 semester. 

Katie Dold of Monson for 
earning Highest Honors. Dold 1s 
majoring in Ocean Engineering. 


Noah Malo of Monson for 
earning High Honors. Malo is 
majoring in Political Science. 

Gabrielle Roncarati of Mon- 
son for earning High Honors. 
Roncarati is majoring in Zoology. 





Western New England University 
congratulates February 2020 graduates 


SPRINGFIELD — _ West- 
ern New England University is 
pleased to welcome over 130 
February graduates as alumni on 
February 15, 2020. 

Stephanie M. Kile of Thorn- 
dike graduated with a MBA in 
Program Accounting Concentra- 


tion. 

Payton L. North of Monson 
graduated with a MA in Commu- 
nication/Public Relations Con- 
centration. 

Courtney L. Webber of 
Palmer graduated with a MS in 
Applied Behavior Analysis. 


STCC announces program cuts, budget decisions 


SPRINGFIELD — Responding to the econom- 
ic impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, Springfield 
Technical Community College will restructure aca- 
demic departments and discontinue some programs 
with low enrollment. 

Dr. Geraldine de Berly, Vice President of Aca- 
demic Affairs, announced the restructuring plan and 
listed seven programs to be discontinued in a campus 
email released today. The program discontinuations 
will affect approximately 95 students, but those in- 
dividuals will be able to complete their degree or 
certificate at STCC. Across an academic year, about 
7,000 students enroll at STCC in approximately 90 
different programs. 

The decisions were made by the college in an- 
ticipation of projected budget shortfalls in the up- 
coming fiscal year, which begins July 1. 

“Tt is regrettable that STCC is not immune to 
the fiscal difficulties that have befallen higher educa- 
tion institutions,’ de Berly said in the email. “These 
unprecedented times have required hard decisions, 
and the loss of programs, as well as skilled and tal- 
ented faculty and staff, is most dismaying. We recog- 
nize the considerable contributions and commitment 
made to the STCC community, and genuinely wish 
there was different news to share.” 

STCC will reduce 21 positions through re- 
trenchments and layoffs, in addition to early retire- 
ment incentives. Some of the retrenchments are a 
result of restructuring and program closures. 

Dr. John B. Cook, STCC President, said the re- 
structuring plan will not change the College’s mis- 
sion, and in fact reaffirms the imperative to continue 
as the most affordable and accessible option for so 
many families. STCC is the only technical commu- 


African American, Latinx, and first-generation col- 
lege students. 

STCC Division of Student Affairs has worked 
diligently to provide quality services and student sup- 
port in a remote environment during the COVID-19 
crisis, said Vice President of Student Affairs Darcey 
L. Kemp. Some of the many services being provided 
remotely include Academic Advising, Career Devel- 
opment Center, assistance with food insecurity and 
housing, Disability Services, Testing and Assess- 
ment, Tutoring, as well as support to veterans. 

Like other community colleges, STCC has ex- 
perienced a steady decline in enrollment since peak- 
ing in 2010 during the Great Recession. The decline 
is linked to a number of factors, including the pre- 
viously low unemployment rate, as well as smaller 
high school graduating classes. 

“We will continue to offer the most affordable 
pathway for students who seek a smart start and 
transfer, or look to enter critical workforce and ca- 
reer fields that include manufacturing and health 
care, with programs that include nursing, medical 
assistant and respiratory care. Our two middle names 
are vital, and STCC prides ourselves on making the 
dream of higher education possible,’ Cook said. 
“The College has made extremely difficult decisions 
necessitated by the fiscal impact of the pandem- 
ic, but we are resolved during these unprecedented 
challenges.” 

Cook said, “Community colleges will help get 
Massachusetts back to work.” 

President Cook added that STCC will work 
closely with the local legislative delegation, as well 
as the Baker-Polito Administration, regarding fund- 
ing and the equitable support of community colleges. 


expenses and limited budgets each year in support 
of students. 

In light of fiscal considerations, departments 
have been restructured within the School of Lib- 
eral Arts and Professional Studies (LAPS) and the 
School of Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics (STEM), and programs to be discon- 
tinued includes: 

Automotive Technology 

Biomedical Engineering Technology 
Biotechnology 

Civil Engineering Technology 

Cosmetology 

Dental Assistant 

Landscape Design and Management Technology 

STCC will work with students enrolled in the 
discontinued programs to develop an academic plan 
to complete their program of study. Students will be 
supported by an academic or faculty advisor and can 
consider migrating to related programs. For example, 
a student studying civil engineering technology may 
consider architectural building technology. Course 
offerings will continue beginning fall 2020 through 
program completion. Administrators are also consid- 
ering moving some of the discontinued programs to 
STCC’s Workforce Development Center, which of- 
fers non-credit classes that meet employer demand 
across the region. 

Due to COVID-19, STCC this fall will offer 
on-campus low-density labs using social dis- 
tancing protocols combined with online 
instruction. The College is known for its 
state-of-the-art laboratories and equipment 


HCC announces Dean’s List for 
Spring 2020 semester 


Each semester Holyoke Com- 
munity College recognizes superior 
scholarship through the Dean’s List. 
A student is placed on the Dean’s 
List if their G.P.A. is 3.2 or high- 
er. The students listed below have 
earned Dean’s List honors for the 


igail Shrewsbury, Elizabeth Lynn 
Zollo. 
Palmer: 

William Alan Coutu, Melissa 
Marie Fernandes, Cassandra Lee 
Florence, Brent Michael Hurley, 

Maygen James, Sayaka Eliz- 


Spring 2020 semester. abeth Kozak, Hannah Elizabeth 
Bondsville: Maurer, Christopher Scott McGrath 
Annalee Rhea Clough, Blayne Jr., Andrew Jay Mentzer, Dylan 
Tyler Nichols. Scott Swist. 
Monson: Thorndike: 


Rachel Kate Buck, Ethan Dan- 
iel Haley, Samantha Anita Mon- 
tanez, Nina Alyssa Mushenko, Mor- 
gan Louise Riley, Gabriella Alexis 
Robert, Stephania Marie Robert, 
Michael Anthony Rossman Jr., Ab- 


Allison Elizabeth Adams. 
Three Rivers: 
Chloe Lovelle Hewes, Hope 
Moynahan. 
Wales: 
Steven Anthony Moran. 





Local residents named to RIT Dean’s List 
for spring semester 


The following local residents 
made the Dean’s List at Rochester 
Institute of Technology for the 2020 
Spring Semester. Degree-seeking 
undergraduate students are eligible 
for Dean’s List if their term GPA is 
greater than or equal to 3.400; they 
do not have any grades of “Incom- 
plete’, “D” or “F’; and they have 
registered for, and completed, at 
least 12 credit hours. 

Matt Breidenbach of Monson, 
who is in the computer engineering 
program. 

Jared Lizotte of Palmer, who 


is in the electrical engineering pro- 
gram. 

Sierra Charron-Smith of Palm- 
er, who is in the biotechnology and 
molecular bioscience program. 

Rochester Institute of Tech- 
nology is home to leading creators, 
entrepreneurs, innovators and re- 
searchers. Founded in 1829, RIT 
enrolls about 19,000 students in 
more than 200 career-oriented and 
professional programs, making it 
among the largest private universi- 
ties in the U.S. 





URI students named to the 
Spring 2020 Dean’s List 


The University of Rhode Island 
is pleased to announce the Spring 
2020 Dean’s List. The students rep- 
resent nearly all of Rhode Island’s 
cities and towns, all six New En- 
gland states, New York and New 
Jersey, and many other states and 


countries. 
The following students were 
named to the Dean’s List: 
Kaleigh Cavanaugh of Monson 
Taty Gonzalez of Three Rivers 
Olivia Murray of Palmer 
Shelby Paquin of Monson 





Local residents receive degrees from WPI 


WORCESTER — Late _ this 
spring, Worcester Polytechnic In- 
stitute (WPI) celebrated the Class 
of 2020 with a socially distanced 
commencement season in place of 
its traditional 152" Commencement 
exercises. 

Cullen McCarthy of Brimfield 
was awarded a bachelor of science 
degree in biomedical engineering 
with distinction. 

Allyson Kearns of Monson was 
awarded a bachelor of science de- 
gree in chemical engineering. 

Nicholas Kratovil of Monson 
was awarded a bachelor of science 


degree in mechanical engineering 
with high distinction. 

Since the Class of 2020 was 
unable to receive diplomas in per- 
son this year, they instead received 
personal commencement packages, 
mailed to their home, that that in- 
cluded their diplomas, commence- 
ment regalia, and other items to cel- 
ebrate their successes, as well as a 
congratulatory video message from 
President Laurie Leshin. In total, 
WPI awarded 1,043 bachelor’s de- 
grees, 674 master’s degrees, and 54 
doctoral degrees. 





Worcester Polytechnic Institute 
announces Spring 2020 Dean’s List 


The following local residents 
were among 1,749 students from 
Worcester Polytechnic Institute 
(WPI) named to the university’s 
Dean’s List for academic excel- 
lence for the spring 2020 semester. 

Allyson Kearns of Monson is a 
member of the class of 2020 major- 
ing in chemical engineering. 

Nicholas Kratovil of Monson 
is a member of the class of 2020 
majoring in mechanical engineer- 
ing. 


Elizabeth Roberts of Monson 
is a member of the class of 2022 
majoring in mechanical engineer- 
ing. 
Erik Wegge of Monson is a 
member of the class of 2022 major- 
ing in mechanical engineering. 
The criteria for the WPI Dean’s 
List differs from most other univer- 
sities as WPI does not compute a 
grade point average (GPA). Instead, 
WPI defines the Dean’s List by the 
amount of work completed at the A 
level in courses and projects. 


Public Notices 





in STEM programs, as well as a national- 
ly recognized patient simulation facility 


nity college in Massachusetts with unique health and Even before the COVID-19 crisis, community col- used by students in its acclaimed health | pro- REQUEST FOR Community Development's 
STEM programs serving significant populations of leges have been accustomed to adjusting operatin rams. QUALIFICATIONS Block Grant Program. 
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ia gaeaiest oe CONSULTING SERVICES = Qualifications (RFQ) will the accuracy of 
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and Brian Robie (Sunapee, NH). An 
early caution came out for Brad Zahen- 
sky in the back stretch wall. The field 
was able to get in one more lap until the 
caution flew again for rookie Solomon 
Brow. On the restart, Kimball contin- 


from the time of this notice 
until the due date specified 
below. The Town of Brimfield 
reserves the right to reject any 
and all proposals if it is deemed 
in the best interests of the 


time, spelling). 
Also, be sure 


the operational needs of the 
Brimfield Council on Aging/ 
Senior Center and evaluate 
options including new 
construction and/or adaptive 
reuse of existing facilities 


caution was out again as JT Cloutier, 
who suffered earlier damage from the 
Chapin spin, spun to the infield. On the 
restart, the caution flew again for Brow 
as he headed to pit row. The final re- 
start was single file and on the final lap 


the requested 
publication date 


ued to lead followed by Robie. Byrne °* : presently used for Senior Town to do so. The Brimfield a ‘ 

and Trevor Bleau (Troy, NH) battled it was Byrne followed by Robie, Bleau, Center/Council on Aging Board of Selectmen will be coincides with 
for third. On lap 13, Kimball was shuf- Kimball and Patnode. In a post Pace I activities. Funding for this the awarding and contracting the urpose of the 
fled back to sixth place as Robie took SPection, Byrne was disqualified with project is provided by the authority. p p 

the lead. Lap 16, the caution flew for first place being awarded to Robie. United States Department Completed responses are notice. or as the 
Kimball who: subtered- a Hat tire. “On This Saturday, racing will return to of Housing and Urban _ to be submitted by email to 


law demands. 
Thank you. 


the high banks of Monadnock Speed- 
way featuring all the weekly divisions. 
Race Time is at 6PM. 


Development (HUD) through 
the FY 2019 Massachusetts 
Department of Housing and 


sortiz@pvpc.org no _ later 
than 3:00 PM, July 28, 2020. 
7/02/2020 


the restart, the field attempted to com- 
plete a lap until Brian Chapin spun in 
turn four causing multiple cars to head 
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The Journal Register 


OBITUARY POLICY 


Turley Publications offers two types of obituaries. 

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing the name of deceased, 
date of death and funeral date and place. 

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $100, which allows 
families to publish extended death notice information of their 
own choice and may include a photograph. Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries should be submitted through a funeral home to: 


obits @turley.com. 
Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 


Police/Fire 


PALMER 


The Palmer Police Department 
responded to a total of 383 inci- 
dents from June 24th to June 30th. 
The department issued nine arrests 
or summons. Those arrested will 
appear in the Palmer District Court 
at a future date and are innocent 
until proven guilty. 


PALMER 


The Palmer Fire Department 
responded to a total of eight calls 
from June 25" to June 28". 


DEATH 
NOTICES 





Silvia M. Barrientos, 34, 58 
Roosevelt St., Maynard, was arrest- 
ed at 11:19 p.m. on the intersection 
of State Street and Main Street in 
Bondsville on charges of operating 
under the influence of liquor; neg- 
ligent operation of a motor vehicle; 
and a marked lanes violation. 


Swist, Emil F. 
Died May 30, 2020 
services were 
private 

Daniel T. Morrill 
Funeral Home 


Sunday, June 28th 
Shawn E. Greaney, 34, of 779 
Federal St., Belchertown, was ar- 
rested at 3:24 p.m. on Main Street in 
Three Rivers for three warrants; the 
possession of a Class B drug; and 
the possession of a Class A drug. 





O BITUA RIE 'S 
Emil EF. Swist, 90 


THREE RIVERS 


The Three Rivers Fire Depart- 
ment responded to a total of eight 
calls from June 22™ to June 30". 


On Thursday, June 25", at 4:30 
p.m., the department responded to 
a call that was dispatched to Main 
Street for assistance with an extri- 
cation. The call was cancelled en- 
route, and the department returned 
to service at 4:32 p.m. 


SOUTHBRIDGE- Emil F. 
Swist, 90, passed away on Satur- 
day, May 30th in the UMass Me- 
morial Medical Center, Memo- 
rial Campus, Worcester, due to 
COVID-19. His wife, Georgette 
(Rodrique) Swist passed away 
in 2003. He is also predeceased 
by brothers, Rudolph, Stanley 
and Albert Swist. He leaves his 
son Stanley R. Swist of Spring, 
TX; two brothers, John Swist of 
Palmer and Daniel Swist of Lake 
Jackson, TX, and a sister, Ter- 


ry Mullin of Spring- 
field. He was born in 
Bondsville, the son of 
John and Julia (Kusha) 
Swist. Emil was a US 
Navy Veteran of the 
Korean War. 

Emil worked for 
Warren Pumps in War- 
ren for many years, re- ~~ 
tiring many years ago. 

After retiring he worked part 
time as a crossing guard at Trin- 
ity Catholic Academy in South- 


bridge for many years. 
He enjoyed fishing 
and was an avid New 
England Patriot and 
Boston Bruins fan. 

Emil’s funeral 
service and burial will 
be private. There are 
no calling hours. 

The Daniel  T. 
Morrill Funeral Home, 
130 Hamilton St., Southbridge, 
is directing arrangements. www. 
morrillfuneralhome.com 


On Thursday, June 25", at 
10:18 a.m., the department provid- 
ed medical assistance on Pleasant 
Street. The department returned to 
service at 10:25 a.m. 


On Monday, June 22", at 8:49 
a.m., the department responded to a 
life assist call on Main Street. The 
department returned to service at 


9-10 am On Sunday, June 28", at 11:24 


p.m., the department responded a 
motor vehicle accident with a flu- 
id spill and downed powerlines on 
the intersection of Main and State 
Street. The department returned to 
service at 2:42 a.m. 





On Friday, June 26", at 8:03 
a.m., the department responded to a 
smoke detector activation on Shaw 
Street. The department returned to 
service at 8:15 a.m. 


On Thursday, June 25", at 
12:02 a.m., the department respond- 
ed to an EMS incident on Charles 
Street. The department returned to 
service at 12:23 a.m. 


On Monday, June 29", at 6:15 


: th . 
On Friday, June 26", at 4:34 a.m., the department responded to 


On Saturday, June 27", at 9:56 


Baker-Polito unveil $275 million 
COVID-19 economic relief package 


BOSTON — The Baker-Poli- 
to Administration on June 26" 
unveiled a COVID-19 econom- 
ic recovery package to gener- 
ate economic growth amidst the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The $275 
million package, designed to 
promote equity across the Com- 
monwealth, is an update to the 
Administration’s Act Enabling 
Partnerships for Growth, the eco- 
nomic development legislation 
originally filed on March 4, 2020. 

The original legislation was 
the product of a nearly year-long 
economic development planning 
process last year, and the now 
$275 million proposal represents 
a targeted package of investments 
across three core areas: housing, 
community development, and 
business competitiveness. In re- 
sponse to the dramatically differ- 
ent economic landscape due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the Admin- 
istration will ask the Legislature 
to consider an amended scope for 
several of the proposed programs, 
reallocate funding among _ pro- 
posed authorizations, and estab- 
lish new tools to promote equity 
and drive economic growth. 

“By funding more affordable 
housing, implementing critical 
zoning reform, stabilizing neigh- 
borhoods, and supporting minori- 
ty-owned businesses with record 
levels of funding, these proposed 
changes will bring critical relief 
and promote equity across Mas- 
sachusetts amidst the COVID-19 
pandemic,” said Governor Charlie 
Baker. “We look forward to work- 
ing with our partners in the Leg- 
islature to advance this legislation 
and give communities, especially 
those most in need, the tools and 
support they require to move for- 
ward.” 

“This legislation will help to 
stabilize the neighborhoods and 
communities that were hardest hit 
and bring new tools to bear to pro- 
mote equity and drive economic 
growth,” said Lt. Governor Karyn 
Polito, co-chair of the Economic 
Development Planning Council. 
“The feedback we received last 
year, along with the realities that 
we are seeing during this pandem- 
ic, have informed this legislation 


and our revised proposal, and we 
are grateful to the Legislature for 
their consideration.” 

Secretary of Housing and 
Economic Development Miike 
Kennealy testified during a virtual 
hearing before the Joint Commit- 
tee on Economic Development 
and Emerging Technology, high- 
lighting the need for the legisla- 
tion, and explaining the Adminis- 
tration’s proposed changes. 

To address the new realities 
brought on by COVID-19, while 
continuing to address the oppor- 
tunities and challenges already 
identified in the Partnerships for 
Growth economic development 
plan, this package proposes to: 

Amend the scope of several 
proposed programs, to target fund- 
ing towards specific communities 
including those hardest hit by 
COVID-19 

Reallocate funding among 
proposed authorizations, to better 
address the significant economic 
impacts of COVID-19 and to help 
provide a path for recovery, partic- 
ularly for those most devastated by 
the pandemic 

Establish new tools to pro- 
mote equity and drive economic 
growth in communities and among 
businesses facing barriers to entry 
in areas like state contracting 

To do so, the Administration 
is proposing allocating an addi- 
tional $15 million for neighbor- 
hood stabilization (for a total of 
$40 million) to invest in blighted 
and distressed homes. This fund- 
ing, paired with collaboration and 
engagement with community or- 
ganizations and municipalities, 
will bring safe, affordable housing 
units back on the market. 

Women, minority, veteran, 
and immigrant small business 
owners face disproportionate 
challenges to accessing capital to 
grow their enterprises. During the 
COVID-19 pandemic, gaps wors- 
ened for businesses that have not 
been able to take advantage of fed- 
eral programs. To allow the state 
to invest in more small businesses 
overall, especially those owned 
by underrepresented populations, 
and to leverage greater federal 
and private investment dollars, the 


Administration is recommending 
increasing funding for Communi- 
ty Development Financial Institu- 
tions (CDFIs) by $25 million (for 
a total of $35 million), a record 
increase in this program. These 
grants to small business lenders 
allow CDFIs to serve entrepre- 
neurs in underserved populations 
with financial services, technical 
assistance, and credit building op- 
portunities. 

To help address the dispro- 
portionate challenges to accessing 
early stage business financing, the 
Administration is asking the Leg- 
islature to triple funding for grants 
to support micro businesses from 
a total of $5 million to $15 mil- 
lion. Massachusetts Growth Cap- 
ital Corporation (MGCC) recently 
launched a pilot program called 
Biz-M-Power, which offers 1:1 
matching grants and technical as- 
sistance to microbusinesses (few- 
er than 20 employees) who have 
successfully crowdsourced up to 
$10,000 in seed capital. 

“We have an _ opportunity 
with this 5-year plan to focus even 
more of our housing, community 
development, and business com- 
petitiveness efforts on equity and 
recovery as Massachusetts contin- 
ues to weather the impacts of the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” said Sec- 
retary of Housing and Economic 
Development Kennealy. “This 
legislation and our recommended 
updates tackle the housing cri- 
sis through targeted reforms and 
funding, and invests in the people 
and places who need support the 
most, and we look forward to get- 
ting this done.” 

The legislation also includes 
the language of An Act to Promote 
Housing Choices, the Administra- 
tion’s bill to advance new housing 
production in Massachusetts, to 
promote equitable access to oppor- 
tunity, and to support the adminis- 
tration’s goal to produce 135,000 
new housing units by 2025. An 
Act Enabling Partnerships for 
Growth includes these Housing 
Choice provisions to enable cities 
and towns to adopt certain zoning 
best practices through a simple 
majority vote rather than the cur- 
rent two-thirds supermajority. 





SOCIAL SECURITY 
I from page 4 


$300 for each calendar quarter of 
active duty military service. But in 
any case, the special extra earnings 
are an addition to your military pay 
record on file with Social Securi- 
ty, not an additional dollar amount 
added to your Social Security ben- 
efit. 

This article is intended for in- 


formation purposes only and does 
not represent legal or financial 
guidance. It presents the opinions 
and interpretations of the AMAC 
Foundation’s staff, trained and ac- 
credited by the National Social Se- 
curity Association. NSSA and the 
AMAC Foundation and its staff are 
not affiliated with or endorsed by 
the Social Security Administration 
or any other governmental enti- 


ty. To submit a question, visit our 
website (amacfoundation.org/pro- 
grams/social-security-advisory) or 
email us at ssadvisor@amacfoun- 
dation.org. 

Russell Gloor is a Social Se- 
curity advisor for AMAC. 





p.m., the department responded to 
a smoke detector activation on Cen- 
tral Street. The department returned 
to service at 4:49 p.m. 


On Friday, June 26", at 4:34 
p.m., the department responded to 
a smoke detector activation on Cen- 
tral Street. The department returned 
to service at 4:49 p.m. 


On Friday, June 26", at 4:49 
p.m., the department conducted a 
smoke investigation on Pleasant 
Street. The department returned to 
service at 4:54 p.m. 


On Saturday, June 27", at 3:22 
p.m., the department responded to 
a motor vehicle accident with a flu- 
id spill at the intersection of High 
Street and Commercial Street. The 


department returned to service at 
5:53pm. 


On Sunday, June 28", at 4:42 
p.m., the department responded to a 
smoke detector activation on Main 
Street in Thorndike. The department 
returned to service at 4:59 p.m. 


On Sunday, June 28", at 7:44 
p.m., the department responded to 
a motor vehicle accident with inju- 
ries on the Massachusetts Turnpike, 
I-90 westbound 61.6 MM. The de- 
partment returned to service at 8:19 
p.m. 


p.m., the department responded to 
an EMS incident on Sykes Street. 
The department returned to service 
at 10:12 p.m. 


On Monday, June 29", at 6:17 
a.m., the department responded to 
an EMS incident on Ruggles Street. 
The department returned to service 
at 6:37 a.m. 


On Monday, June 29", at 4:05 
p.m., the department responded to 
a tree on a power line with arcing 
wires on Burlingame Road. The de- 
partment returned to service at 5:45 
p.m. 


On Monday, June 29", at 5:48 
p.m., the department responded to a 
wire across the road on Burlingame 
Road. The department returned to 
service at 6:10 p.m. 


On Tuesday, June 30", at 3:00 
am., the department responded 
to a smoke detector activation on 
Belchertown Road. The department 
returned to service at 3:20 a.m. 


On Tuesday, June 30", at 7:00 
a.m., the department responded to a 
smoke detector activation on Main 
Street. The department returned to 
service at 7:30 a.m. 


BONDSVILLE 
The Bondsville Fire Depart- 


ment responded to a total of four 
calls from June 23" to June 29". 


a carbon monoxide detector activa- 
tion on Main Street. The department 
returned to service at 6:45 a.m. 


On Monday, June 29", at 6:15 
a.m., the department responded to 
an additional call for a carbon mon- 
oxide activation on Main Street. 
The department returned to service 
at 6:45 a.m. 


MONSON 


The Monson Fire Department 
responded to four calls and 19 EMS 
calls from June 22” to June 29". 


On Monday, June 22", at 12:52 
p.m., the department responded to a 
utility pole fire in the area of Cote 
Road. The department returned to 
service at 1:30 p.m. 


On Thursday, June 25", at 9:02 
a.m., the department responded to 
a motor vehicle fire in the area of 
Boston Road. The department re- 
turned to service at 10:21 a.m. 


On Sunday, June 28", at 10:34 
a.m., the department provided mu- 
tual aid to Hampden to assist Hamp- 
den Fire/EMS. The department re- 
turned to service at 11:10 a.m. 


On Sunday, June 28", at 12:00 
p.m., the department responded to 
a motor vehicle accident on Main 
Street. The department returned to 
service at 1:20 p.m. 
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in mid-June. But on a positive note, 
the cold temps sent the mosquitoes 
into hiding, so I was able to replen- 
ish my blood supply from the night 
before. I was secretly hoping that 
all of that extra oxygen saturation 
would make the climb easier the next 
day. (Spoiler alert; it didn’t.) The last 
thing I said to Tom as I snuggled up 
next to him in our 20-degree dou- 
ble-wide down sleeping bag is, “I 
hope I don’t wake up dead tomorrow 
morning from hypothermia.” 

We survived the cold night, but 
we faced a trail so steep on Sunday 
morning that we questioned wheth- 
er death by hypothermia might have 
been the better way to go. Thankful- 
ly, we made short work of Garfield 
Ridge Trail, and reached Mt. Garfield 
at 9 a.m. We were rewarded with sun- 
shine, solitude, and one of the best 
views in the White Mountains. 

After inhaling the beauty from 
the summit, we continued south to- 
wards one of the most well-known 
ranges in the Whites-Franconia 
Ridge. With two miles of above 
tree line exposure, it’s easy to see 
why National Geographic named 
Franconia Ridge as one of the top 
twenty hikes in the world. As such, 
it took quite some time to make it up 
and over our first three mountains 
on the ridge due to our direction of 
travel against the sea of humanity. 
Backpackers must be a rare breed, 
because we were stopped multiple 
times by day hikers wanting to know 
where we camped, how far we were 
going, how heavy our packs were, 
etc. Although we enjoyed sharing our 
love of the mountains with everyone 
who asked questions, we were happy 
when we moved beyond the popular 
section of the ridge and had the trail 
to ourselves once again. 

We reached the summit of Mt. 
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A birthday celebration on Mt. Flume. 


Liberty by 4 p.m. As we laid on our 
backs with our heads propped up on 
our backpacks, we looked in awe 
across the vast Pemi Wilderness to 
the mountains that we had stood on 
just one day before. After enjoying 
the paralyzing views for an hour, we 
continued south until we located a 
site for our tent in the col between 
Mt. Liberty and Mt. Flume. As the 
sun was setting later that evening, 
Tom surprised me by singing Happy 
Birthday and holding out a carefully 
packaged box of gourmet chocolate 
covered Oreo cookies. He lit the Bic 
lighter and asked me to blow out 
the flame. I know, right? The guy 
couldn’t even spring for a candle?! 
In all seriousness, who needs a 
birthday celebration in a five-star ho- 
tel with a gourmet dinner, a massage 
and a pedicure when you can have a 
tent, a plastic bag of cold ziti, a dou- 
ble wide sleeping bag, and ice-cold 
streams for end of day foot soaks? 
Life doesn’t get any better than this! 
We reached the summit of Mt. 
Flume at 7:30 Monday morning. 
As we stood victoriously on our fi- 
nal mountain of the loop, we were 





> peace 2» 
Submitted photos 


overwhelmed with gratitude; for the 
mountains we had climbed, for the 
strength to climb them, and for be- 
ing able to share it all with the person 
we love. I couldn’t imagine a better 
place to be spending my fifty-fifth 
birthday. We spent two and a half 
serenity-filled hours reclining on the 
summit and watching the clouds float 
by. We finally peeled ourselves off of 
the peak at 10 a.m. 

As we Said farewell to the moun- 
tains we love and sauntered down 
Osseo Trail towards Lincoln Woods 
to complete the final five and a half 
miles of the loop, Tom asked me a 
question so unexpected and shocking 
that I stopped in my tracks; “So, what 
do you think about doing the loop in 
the OTHER direction next time?” 

On a final note, I encourage all 
of you to get outdoors and immerse 
yourself in whatever form of nature 
feeds your soul. I believe that nature 
has the power to heal, and we can all 
use a little of that healing power right 
now. 

Be safe. Be well. Peace. And 
hike on friends! 
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DCR announces start of 
waterfront services across 
the commonwealth 


BOSTON - The Massachusetts 
Department of Conservation and 
Recreation (DCR) today announced 
that several of the agency’s inland 
and ocean beaches across the Com- 
monwealth will provide waterfront 
services for the public beginning 
Saturday, June 20, 2020 in accor- 
dance with safety standards issued 
by the Executive Office of Energy 
and Environmental Affairs (EEA) 
as part of Phase II of the Baker-Poli- 
to Administration’s reopening plan. 
Phase II standards include: 

Parking lots, people entering 
the beach, or other factors should 
be managed, if necessary, to limit 
beach capacity to accommodate ad- 
equate social distancing based on an 
assessment by the beach manager; 

Beach visitors are required to 
maintain social distancing of at least 
6 feet or more at all times and visi- 
tors should maintain at least 12 feet 
minimum distance between towel- 
ing/beach blanket areas; and, 

No-contact ball games such as 
catch, kadima, Kan Jam and bocce 
can be allowed provided that social 
distancing can be maintained, and 
group size guidelines followed. 

Waterfront services at state 
beaches include regularly scheduled 
water quality tests, ropes and buoys 
in place, and the start of staffing 
lifeguards at many swimming loca- 
tions. A complete list of locations 
with waterfront services can be re- 
viewed on the agency’s website. 
Furthermore, when visiting state 


beaches and other state park proper- 
ties, DCR asks the public to adhere 
to the following guidance: 

Minimize outdoor recreational 
time to limit potential exposure to 
COVID-19; 

Stay within solitary or small 
groups, and avoid gatherings of ten 
or more people; 

Wear a face mask or facial cov- 
ering when social distancing cannot 
be practiced; 

Administer healthy personal 
hygiene, such as handwashing for at 
least 20 seconds; 

Participate in only non-contact 
recreational activities; 

Leave a park or facility if large 
gatherings begin to build; and, 

Stay home if ill, over 70, and/ 
or part of a vulnerable population. 

Recently, the department 
opened spray decks, playgrounds, 
and fitness areas for the public. 
DCR has also opened Ponkapoag 
Golf Course in the Town of Canton 
and Leo J. Martin Memorial Golf 
Course in the Town of Weston. In 
an effort to reduce the spread of 
the COVID-19 virus, DCR-man- 
aged golf courses have several new 
measures in place aiding users with 
social distancing. Additionally, to 
inform visitors of COVID-19 im- 
pacts on the state parks system, 
DCR created a Massachusetts State 
Parks COVID-19 Updates webpage. 
Prior to visiting a state parks prop- 
erty, members of the public should 
review the contents of the webpage. 


Jazz in July UMass Fine 
Arts summer program 


shifts online 


For 39 years, the Jazz in July 
summer music program at the UMa- 
ss Fine Arts Center has fostered a 
multigenerational learning — envi- 
ronment that allows participants to 
grow and thrive as jazz musicians. 
Since the in-person version of the 
program cannot happen this summer 
due to COVID-19 restrictions, a one- 
week, online-only version of Jazz in 
July will take place Monday, July 20 
through Friday, July 24, 2020. Reg- 
istration opens Thursday, June 25 at 
jazzinjuly.com. 

Jazz in July’s 2020 online fac- 
ulty includes Jeff Holmes and Steve 
Davis for brass; Earl MacDonald 
and Luis Perdomo for piano; Avery 
Sharpe and Fumi Tomita for bass; 
Winard Harper and Steve Johns for 
drums; Bob Ferrier for guitar; Fe- 
lipe Salles and Bruce Diehl for sax- 
ophone; and Cathy Jensen Hole for 
vocals. 

Participants of the online Jazz in 
July program will participate in daily 
morning group lectures by the pro- 
gram’s faculty followed by afternoon 
breakout sessions by instrumentation 
or discipline. In order to maintain the 
program’s uniquely intimate learn- 
ing experience, registrations will be 
limited by instrumentation or disci- 
pline. For access to the full five-day 


GivingBack 


program, registration is $180; tuition 
assistance supported by Jazz in July 
donors is available by request. 

Detailed program requirements, 
a daily schedule, faculty bios and ac- 
cess to the online application are all 
available at jazzinjuly.com. 

On Friday, July 24, the public 
will be invited to tune in for special 
presentations by guest artists cover- 
ing various aspects of the jazz field 
between noon and 4:30 p.m. These 
presentations are free and open to the 
public and will be available via the 
Fine Arts Center’s Facebook page. 
More details about these guest artists 
will be announced soon. 

About Jazz in July 

Jazz in July is a program of the 
UMass Fine Arts Center founded in 
1981 and sponsored in cooperation 
with the UMass Amherst Department 
of Music & Dance and the College 
of Humanities and Fine Arts. Instru- 
mental Ensemble and Vocal Soloists 
programs offer students the chance 
to study with professional world- 
class faculty. The rigorous training 
includes instrument/vocal master 
classes, group clinics, jazz theory 
and improvisation training, ensemble 
coaching, jam sessions, combined 
lectures, and public performances by 
participants. 
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State Senate passes Patients First Act 


Bill expands access 
to telehealth, protects 
patients from surprise 
billing, and enhances 
quality care 


BOSTON — On June 25", the 
Massachusetts Senate unanimously 
passed the Patients First Act, the 
third piece of signature healthcare 
legislation advanced by the body to 
increase access to health care, pro- 
tect patients, and enhance quality 
care. The legislation, championed 
by Senator Cindy F. Friedman, 
builds on vital lessons learned 
during the COVID-19 public health 
crisis, aS unprecedented demands 
on the healthcare system have 
prompted innovation and the expe- 
dited adoption of policy changes. 

“Tt is vital that we deliver ac- 
cessible and equitable healthcare to 
people across the Commonwealth,” 
said Senator Eric P. Lesser. “The 
Coronavirus pandemic has re- 
vealed inequities and inadequacies 
in our current healthcare system, 


and it is important that we continue 
to legislate comprehensive health- 
care reforms to protect patients and 
roviders in the face of these un- 
precedented challenges.” 

The Patients First Act ensures 
that telehealth services are avail- 
able across the Commonwealth 
-services that have experienced 
a dramatic expansion during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
patients across the state to con- 
tinue receiving vital medical care 
through phone or videoconference 
without risking exposure to the 
coronavirus. Experience from the 
last few months has shown that 
telehealth has the ability to im- 
prove efficiency and expand access 
to care. These services, however, 
were not widely utilized before 
COVID-19. 

The bill does the following to 
put patients first: 

Requires insurance carriers, 
including MassHealth, 
er telehealth services in any case 
where the same in-person service 
would be covered. It also ensures 
that telehealth services include care 
through audio-only telephone calls, 


the next two years. 


enabling 


emergency situations. 


training standards. 
Recognizes 
to CcOv- 


and requires reimbursement rates 
to match in-person services over 


Eliminates “surprise billing,” 
the unfair practice of charging 
patients who are unaware they re- 
ceived health care services outside 
of their insurance network for costs 
that insurance carriers refuse to 
pay. The situation is common espe- 
cially prior to a planned procedure, 
and it can be impossible to avoid 
uncovered services, particularly in 


Expands the scope of practice 
for several health care profession- 
als, increasing patient access to 
critical care. The bill would al- 
low registered nurse practitioners, 
nurse anesthetists and psychiatric 
nurse mental health specialists to 
practice independently as long as 
they meet certain education and 


pharmacists as 
health care providers, enabling 
them to integrate more fully into 
coordinated care teams. 

Creates a new professional li- 
cense for “dental therapists,’ who 
will be authorized to provide dental 


hygiene and other oral health ser- 
vices, which will help expand ac- 
cess to dental care in underserved 
communities. 

Tasks state health care over- 
sight agencies to analyze and re- 
port on the effects COVID-19 has 
had on the Commonwealth’s health 
care delivery system as it relates 
to accessibility, quality and fiscal 
sustainability. The analysis will 
include an inventory of all health 
care services and resources serving 
Massachusetts residents from birth 
to death, as well as an analysis of 
existing health care disparities due 
to economic, geographic, racial or 
other factors. 

The passage of the Patients 
First Act marks the third major 
piece of healthcare legislation 
passed in the Senate this session, 
in addition to the Pharmaceutical 
Access, Costs and Transparency 
(PACT) Act and the Mental Health 
Addressing Barriers to Care (ABC) 
Act. 

The Patients First Act now 
moves to the House of Representa- 
tives for consideration. 





UMass Amherst offers how-to articles and video 


blog for gardeners this summer 


‘Growing Your Own Food with 
Franco and Beto’ features 
herb- or vegetable-a-week 


AMHERST - As families find themselves 
at home and looking for activities to do together 
outdoors this summer with coronavirus cautions 
in place, many are trying vegetable gardening 
for the first time, not only for the enjoyment and 
fresh air but to grow healthy and nutritious food. 

To help, a team at the University of Massa- 
chusetts Amherst’s Stockbridge School of Agri- 
culture and UMass Extension led by extension 
professor of vegetable crops Frank Mangan has 
launched a series of web-based how-to articles 
to cover the entire growing season. His doctoral 
student, Heriberto Gody-Hernandez, publishes 
a weekly version in Spanish. In addition, there 
is a weekly English-language garden blog video 
update. 

Mangan says, “I know there has been a 
large surge in interest in growing your own food, 
and as the land-grant institution for Massachu- 
setts we feel this is one way to give back. Each 
week we highlight a specific vegetable or herb 
along with information on other components of 
growing vegetables, such as soil fertility, water- 
ing and pest management.” 

Various extension educators in soils, veg- 
etable pests and other topics contributed to the 
UMass Extension Home Lawn and Garden Re- 
sources website, which offers fact sheets and 
other research-based information on how to 
grow specific vegetables and herbs appropriate 
for Massachusetts, Mangan says. 

In the garden video blog, “Franco’s Gar- 
den,” Mangan tours his own large garden and 
updates what’s going on each week. “It can give 
viewers a sense of what to expect, how the gar- 
den is organized and any problems I run into that 
may help them,” he adds. 

The tour introduces information on not 
only peas, peppers and tomatoes, but beets, 
bok choy, radishes, broccolini, cilantro, pars- 


ley, spinach, arugula and more. Among other 
features, Mangan shows evidence of pests and 
disease and demonstrates how to build pea lad- 
ders for climbing varieties. He also makes a bas- 
ket-weave string trellis for supporting tomato 
plants, for example. 

He and Gody-Hernandez call the series 
“Growing Your Own Food with Franco and 
Beto” after their nicknames. Mangan explains, 
“As part of this series, we provide historical and 
cultural information on each vegetable and herb 
we cover. The overwhelming number of vegeta- 
bles and herbs we grow in Massachusetts orig- 
inated in other parts of the world and were do- 
mesticated for production here. So far, we have 
covered peas and spinach, both from Eurasia, 
tomatoes and peppers, both from tropical parts 
of the Americas.” 

Among the tutorials offered is, “Where to 
Start When Growing Your Own Vegetables and 
Herbs Outside: SOIL!” It points out that vege- 





tables benefit from healthy soils, with optimum 
soil organic matter, nutrients and the appropri- 
ate soil pH. It includes instructions for how to 
get soil tested. Other articles discuss the cultural 
significance of vegetables, herbs and tomatoes, 
and garden water management. 

A recent weekly entry in the “featured veg- 
etable series” was the cool-season crop, peas. 
Legumes that originated in the Mediterranean 
and Near East were domesticated through Eur- 
asia and brought to the Americas by immigrants. 
Three types of pea are grown in New England 
and may be dwarf, tall or climbing varieties. 

Other featured vegetables to date have been 
tomatoes, spinach and peppers. Pepper varieties 
and types popular to grow in Massachusetts are 
listed in a table divided into sweet bell, green to 
red; sweet bell, green to yellow; sweet Italian 
and cubanelle as well as by heat hot ancho, hot 
cherry, hot banana, hot jalapeno, and miscella- 
neous hot. 
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If you are a non-profit please send us your events to add to 
our calendar section at no charge to your organization. 


We want to help you get the word out to the community on 
what you are doing and when you are doing tt. 


WE WANT YOU TO BE SUCCESSFUL! 


if your event neecs more attention, please consider running 
an advertisement in your community paper, call today 413-283-8393. 
Please let us know you are a non-profit, So we can better serve you 
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SOLDIERS 1 from page 6 


governor as an “at-will” employee. 

Finally, the Coalition seeks to 
reinstate the former provisions of 
Massachusetts General Law, Part 
1, Chapter 6, Section 71 which the 
Baker Administration advocated 
to change. The law must be rein- 
stated to protect the superintendent 
from the political whim of the gov- 
ernor. A portion of the removed 
section stated: “The superintendent 
may be removed by said board of 
trustees for inefficiency, failure to 
perform duties properly or other 
good cause.” The recent change to 
the law removed the provision thus 
making the superintendent subject 
to the desires of the governor, via 
the DVS secretary as opposed to the 
Board of Trustees. 

Fifth, regarding capital im- 
provements. 

The Coalition seeks a commit- 
ment by the Baker Administration 
for the renovation and expansion 
of long-term care at the Soldiers’ 
Home in Holyoke while maintain- 
ing a minimum of 250 long-term 
care beds. This is a necessity to 
meet the demand for long-term care 
in the Veteran population in our re- 
gion. 


All rooms must be in full 
compliance with federal U.S. De- 
partment of Veterans Affairs re- 
quirements, Uniform Federal 
Accessibility Standards and the 
Americans with Disabilities Act 
and must include a private toilet and 
shower in each one-person room. 

All rooms must have a private 
toilet and shower to provide privacy 
and dignity for the Veterans as a key 
component to reducing the possi- 
bility of infection being spread and 
for increased fall safety. Communi- 
ty showers with an associated need 
for Veterans to walk at a distance to 
shower must not be in any new cap- 
ital improvement plan. 

The integration of ceiling lift 
rails must be included into any new 
design for construction to accom- 
modate future generations of Vet- 
erans with amputations and other 
chronic conditions requiring lift 
assistance. 

To meet the increasing needs 
of Veterans with Alzheimer’s dis- 
ease and other forms of dementia, 
the Coalition strongly requests en- 
hanced dementia care units. 

There must be a greater aware- 
ness of the needs of women Veter- 


ans as the female Veteran popula- 
tion continues to increase. While 
most room provisions may be gen- 
der neutral, the addition of such 
necessities as a hair salon and other 
specific requirements must be con- 
sidered. 

Finally, the renovation of the 
Soldiers’ Home in Holyoke should 
include the creation of an Adult Day 
Healthcare Program. 

A plan for ADHC was submit- 
ted to the U.S. Department of Veter- 
ans Affairs and 1s listed on the state 
construction grant program list as 
Project FAI 25-080. This construc- 
tion project for the Soldiers’ Home 
was approved by VA for 65 percent 
reimbursement for funding in 2016. 
Yet, the project, which would allow 
Veterans to age in place in their 
community with loved ones until 
they require admission into long- 
term care, remains on the list of 
projects with “No State Matching 
Funds.” Such a program would fur- 
ther provide a per-diem payment for 
each day of care provided, helping 
to offset the state funds needed for 
this proven program. 


NEWS & FEATURES 


As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general news, personality profiles, and community 
features that we Know about. This includes all selectmen and school committee meetings as well 
as spot planning board, board of health, finance, and other town meetings determined by the 
issue’s relevance to our readers. There are the annual major Community event features that we 


should always cover, but we are more than open to suggestions of other features to celebrate 
the fabric of our communities and their many interesting Occupants. Our loyal advertisers provide 
funding for this paid staff coverage. 

For more information on news or community features for The Journal Register, please email 
dfarmer@turley.com. 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or 
back pain? If you have insurance, you 
may qualify for the perfect brace at 
little to no cost. Get yours today! Call 
1-800-217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea start- 
er guide. Submit your idea for a free 
consultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, 
service or business to 1.7 million 
households throughout New England. 
Reach 4 million potential readers 
quickly and inexpensively with great 
results. Use the Buy New England 
Classified Ad Network by calling 
(413)283-8393, classifieds @turley. 
com. Do they work? You are reading 
one of our ads now!! Visit our website 
to see where your ads run 

communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for 
$250. OFF your stairlift purchase and 
FREE DVD & brochure! 1-844-325- 
8610 


OLD CARPENTER TOOLS wart- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Also 





hunting, fishing gear. Old advertis- 
ing, cast iron cookware. Call Ken 
(413)433-2195. 








Dumpsters available on site 
Call for delivery 
(413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


> 
AB Hauling and 


. ~~. i 
a Removal Service 





**kx*EX*A & B HOUSEHOLD 
REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 

8868. 


A HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE- 
CIALIST Decks, additions, garages, 
sheds, porches, repair work. Project 
financing available. Tim 413-563- 
2229 Lic #053483 


ABSOLUTE CHIMNEY HIC 
#161245 & CSSL #101365 Insured. 
Sweeping chimneys year round. Thank 
you. (413)967-8002 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for es- 
timate. 


, Post your 
le is job openings 
wi in our 
om classifieds. 


We get results! 


DK 
Powerwashing 


We powerwash houses, decks, 

patios. roof cleaning/ 

non-pressure wash. Removes ugly 
dark staining & moss. 

Free estimates. Fully insured, 

owner operated, 

Call (413)297-4276 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some fur 
niture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


EXCAVATING 


ELIOT STARBARD' EXCAVA- 
TION 35 yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


C-D HOME IMPROVEMENT. 1 
Call for all your needs. Windows, sid- 
ing, roofs, additions, decks, baths, 
hardwood floors, painting. All work 
100% guaranteed. Licensed and in- 
sured. Call Bob (413)596-8807 Cell 
CS Lic. #97110, HIC Lic #162905 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 
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Classifieds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


WATER DAMAGE 
_CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL SER- 
VICE. FINISHING, PAINTING, 
CEILINGS (SMOOTH OR TEX: 
TURED). 40+ YEARS EXPERI- 
ENCE. FULLY INSURED. 


INSTRUCTION 


DON’T BE A STARVING ART- 
IST - learn how to teach painting with 
this special method to people of all 
ages and abilities and have your own 
business with a stable income. Fill the 
need for more art in healthcare facili- 
ties. Check it out at: 
www.artis4every1.com or call 
(508)882-3848 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv- 
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro- 
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537- 
5789 (413)538-7954. 


DAVE’S LAWN AND GARDEN, 
LLC- Landscape design & mainte- 
nance 

Mulch/ Stone 

Stump grinding 

Senior Citizen/ Veteran’s Discount 
Certified/ Insured 

Call Dave (413)478-4212 for your 
free estimate. 


LAWN & GARDEN 


*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8 
screened, $28/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; 
No additives, fillers or by-products. Lo- 
cal deliv. to Oakham and surrounding 
towns only. Eliot Starbard 508-882- 
0140. 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing 
systems, sump pumps. BBB+ rat- 
ing. Free estimates. Lic #14790. Call 
(413)569-1611, (413)374-5377 


PAINTING 


KEEP IT PAINTING- Klems ex 
cellent exterior painting. Interiors too. 
Specializing in all aspects of quality 
painting and staining. 25 years ex 
perience. Free consultation. Steve 
(413)477-8217 


PLUMBING 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


TREE WORK 


AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Let me save you money. [ree re- 
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood, 
stump grinding. We're fully insured and 
workmen’s comp. for your pro- 
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call 
Jason (413)283-6374 


AAA1 H & H TREE SERVICE 
Fully insured. 15 yrs experience climb- 
ing. Skid steer work, land clearing. Call 
Dave. 413-668-6560 day/night. 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage, lot 
clearing and brush chipping. Honest 
and Dependable. Fully insured. Now 
offering a Senior Citizen and Veteran 
discount. Call today for free estimate 
(413)478-4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grina- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


AUTO 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 





RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 
ORG 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm.net 





DRIVER - CDL CLASS A PNEU- 
MATIC TANK & DUMP TRAILER. EX- 
PERIENCED ONLY. RB Enterprises 
413-583-8393 


TOWN OF WARREN 
WASTEWATER 
TREATMENT PLANT 
ASSISTANT CHIEF OPERATOR 
The Town of Warren Board of Sewer 
Commissioners is accepting Applica- 
tions for a Wastewater Treatment Plant 
Assistant Chief Operator. Salary is in 
accordance with the Town’s current 

wage Classification plan. 

Applicants must possess a Massachu- 
setts Grade 5 Operators License and 
valid MA Driver's license. 

Job descriptions and applications are 
available at the Warren Wastewater 
Treatment Plant, 2527 Main Street, 
West Warren, MA 01092 The position 
will remain open until filled. 

Warren is an EOE. 


LAND FOR SALE 


25’X110’ ROW LOT W/ 40’ water 
front on Holland Lake. Unbuildable. 
Possible dock and swimming. $13,000 
or BO 508-868-6157 


Classified 
Advertising 


DEADLINES 





QUABBIN & 
SUBURBAN 
FRIDAY AT NOON 





HILLTOWNS 
MONDAY AT NOON 





FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 
or call toll free: 800-824-6548 


CATEGORY: 


21 Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$27.50 


Base Price 
$29.50 


Base Price 
$31.50 


DEADLINES: 


Base Price 
$26.00 





Base Price 
$28.00 


Base Price 
$30.00 


Base Price 
$32.00 







Hilltowns 


Circulation: 9,800 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 


Quabbin —————_ 
Village Hills 


Circulation: 


WILLIAMSBURG 





WE 
BELCHERTOWN 
GRANBY 


. 
& 
BROOKFIELD / 4 


BRIMFIELD 
STURBRIDGE 


5 


G 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 
HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 


















ELD 


BROOKFI 


WALES ( HOLLAND 








Residential 
Circulation: 


Suburban 
59,000 
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Call us toll free 800.824.6548 





Hampden Housing Authority 
Elderly/Handicapped Housing 


Currently seeking applicants for our 
Elderly/Handicapped TWO bedroom housing program 
at Centennial Commons in Hampden, Mass. These 
units are located on the second floor. There are no 
elevators. The maximum net income for a two person 
household is $54,650. Interested applicants may obtain 
a housing application by calling 


(413) 566-8157 EHO 


FOR RENT 


ea) 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not know- 
ingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity basis. 


BROOKFIELD 1 BR 2nd fl, off- 
street parking, $580/ mo + utilities. 
Must have good rental history 413- 


262-5082 
MONSON - 3-ROOM immaculate VACATION 
apartment- appliances, off-street park- RENTALS 


ing, trash removal, NO pets/smoking, 
FLS required $625/ mo. Call 413- 
267-3577 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@ aol.com 
for more information. 


SECTION 8 WELCOME Ware 
2 bedroom apts. new kitchen, bath, 
paint, flooring, appliances, etc. Avail- 
able ASAP (413)531-2433 


WARREN LG. 3 BR off-street park- 
ing, gas heat, appliances. Housing as- 
sistance acceptable. Very good rental 
history. 413-262-5082 


Buying? 
Selling? 


STORAGE 


SECURE STORAGE HAS opened 
a brand new facility in Ware behind 
the Ware Post Office. Call for all your 
storage needs and our low rates. 413- 
531-3722 


Our Classifieds 
Get Results! 





ADVERTISE TODAY! 








Turley#a 










: WILBRAHAM 
WEST 


SPRINGFIELD 


for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price Base Price Base Price 
$33.00 $33.50 $34.00 


Publications, Inc. 





— — — —- Add $10 for a second Zone 
$34.50 $35.00 $35.50 $36.00] Of add $ 75 to runin 13 Weekly Newspapers 
ALL THREE ZONES. : ae 
Serving the Local Communities 
Name: Phone: First ZONE base price aoe . 
: Agawam Advertiser News ¢ Barre Gazette 
pene Add a second ZONE oe — anys Chicopee Register ¢ Country Journal 
: : rae ‘“ ollowing s): ; 
Town: State:___ Zip: Addathird ZONE __*5.00_ Journal Register ¢ Quaboag Current 
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $ Subtotal a The Register e Sentinel e The Sun 
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard VISA Qi Discover 4 Cash 1 Check# x Number of Weeks Town Reminder e Ware River News 
Garde: Exp. Date CVV TOTAL Enclosed Wilbraham Times ¢ Shopping Guide 
Amount of charge: Date: 


$00.824.6548 


OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! www.newspapers.turley.com 
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Molly’ S parents Magi and John Bish are pictured at Comins Pond with their son, John 


Bish Jr. and his family, and their daughter, Heather Bish, alongside her daughter, 


Mikaela Gresty. 


On Saturday, June 27, a solemn milestone was marked 
by friends and family of Molly Bish on the 20" anniver- 


sary of her abduction. 








Heather Bish, Molly’s older sister, talked to local report- 
ers, at Comins Pond, where her sister was abducted 20 


years ago. 
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Molly Bish’s family walked alone across the bridge 
to her lifeguard chair at Comins Pond to place yellow 


roses and a jar of twinkle lights to mark the 20" anni- 


versary of her abduction. 
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Turley Publications correspondent photos by Sloane M. Perron 
Magi and John Bish stand together and thank those who came to honor their daugh- 


~~ 


pret he 





Close family and friends gathered to celebrate Molly Bish’s life aiid legacy, aii aaived oa to achore of Com- 





Magi Bish is escorted by her daughter, Heather Bish, while John Bish is escorted by 
his granddaughter, Mikaela Gresty, Heather Bish’s daughter, to the beach of Comins 


To honor the 20th anniversary while still adapting to 
COVID-19 constraints, 20 vehicles formed a roadside 
parade that led to the pond. Yellow ribbons and signs 
guided vehicles to their destination. 
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BISH 


solemn milestone were intimate and emotional. Twen- 
ty vehicles formed a roadside parade. These cars were 
guided by yellow ribbons and lights throughout the 
town as they retraced the roads to the last destination 
where Molly was seen alive. Townspeople were also 
asked to decorate stones that depicted acts of kindness, 
these stones will be featured in “Molly’s Garden.” 

Friends and family gathered near the pond to cele- 
brate Molly’s short but beautiful life. Twenty jars filled 
with “twinkle” lights were dispersed among the crowd. 
Those with jars placed them on the ground and formed 
a heart. This emphasized the theme for the event which 
was “light the way.” State Sen. Anne Gobi, D-Spencer, 
State Rep. Todd Smola and Worcester County District 
Attorney Joe Early Jr. were also in attendance. 

“Who would have ever thought that we would be 
here 20 years later?” Magi Bish asked the crowd during 
her daughter’s memorial. She described her first night 
without Molly, just hours after her daughter was dis- 
covered missing. “I then sat on my porch and I looked 
out into the sky of a world I did not know existed. Look- 
ing into the deep blue sky, I’d seen the twinkling lights 
as they always had been but somehow, within hours, 
our lives changed. I promised Molly she would find the 
brightest star, sit upon it, and she would know that we 
are always thinking of her. Today marks 72,000 hours 
since we last heard your voice...” 

“Tonight, we brought jars of lights placed in a heart 
for you to see. We have not forgotten that your light ra- 
diates with love and your happy spirit,’ Bish said as she 
stood beside the glowing heart that the lights formed. 

She then spoke about the large wooden heart that 
has adorned the family’s home in honor of Molly for 
years. “Our yellow heart still remains in front of our 
house to let all who pass know that we are still missing 
you and we have worked hard, yet still not solved your 
case. The yellow heart has paled, it looks rugged, and 
old, and hurt, much like my heart after 20 years of miss- 
ing you.” She then thanked those in attendance for their 
unwavering support and love. 

A particularly moving moment came when Mol- 
ly’s family left the group and walked across the bridge 
towards the lifeguard post. Sarah MacLachlan’s song 
“Angel” played in the background as the family shared 
a private moment together. They placed a bouquet of 
yellow roses, which was Molly’s favorite color, and a 
jar of twinkle lights on the empty, solitary chair. 

Dr. Ann Marie Mires attended the memorial cer- 
emony. Mires is the director of forensic criminology 
at Anna Maria College and is also the director of the 
Molly Bish Center for the Protection of Children and 
the Elderly. During her time as the forensic anthropol- 
ogist for the Massachusetts Chief Medical Examiner’s 
Office, Mires examined the teen-ager’s remains three 
years after her disappearance. While working on the 
case, Mires formed a close bond with the Bish family 
that has only grown throughout the decades. 

When asked about her reflections on the 20th an- 
niversary of Molly’s disappearance, Mires said, “This 
is Molly’s legacy. Bringing all of these people togeth- 
er and highlighting the plight of the missing and the 
murdered.” Mires recognized that numerous people 
have worked hard throughout the years and are actively 
working to solve Molly’s murder, however she wishes 
that they were further along with the case. Currently, 
Mires said that the Molly Bish Center is working on 
legislation that would help extend law enforcement’s 
“tool kit” regarding DNA testing and searching tech- 
niques. 

“T wouldn’t be anywhere else, but to say it is not 
hard isn’t true,’ Mires answered when asked if it was 
hard to attend the ceremony. Molly’s case represented a 
huge shift for Mires because it highlighted the numer- 
ous “unfound” children still out there. This term refers 
to children who have been abducted and have been 
missing for years, yet their remains have not been re- 
covered and their cases not solved. On a personal level, 
Molly’s case is especially close to Mires’ heart because 
it was the first time she truly interacted directly with a 
victim’s family and grieved with them. 

Mires recalled her son watching her on the news 
when Molly’s remains were first discovered by hunters 
at Whiskey Hill in Palmer. While explaining the loss 
to her son she said it would be like if she dropped him 
off at a summer camp one day and he never returned or 
came back home. As a mother, Molly’s story and the 
family’s loss struck her. “It represents all of our children 
and how vulnerable they are,” Mires said about Molly’s 
murder. 

Heather Bish, Molly’s sister, spoke about the 
changes in the two decades following Molly’s disap- 
pearance. “I think we have come a long way in 20 years, 
we have Amber Alert, we have all these tools,” she said. 
While work still needs to be done in the search for miss- 
ing children and the resources that law enforcement are 
provided, advancements have been made in the training 
of small, local police departments as well as safety ini- 
tiatives that have made families and communities more 
aware of potential threats to children, she said. Current- 
ly, initiatives pertaining to familial DNA are important 
to the family as a means not only to solve Molly’s case, 
but numerous others. “We are very hopeful,’ Heather 
Bish said. 

Throughout the decades, the Bish family has cre- 
ated ID cards for children and the elderly, highlighted 
safety practices and created legislative initiatives that 
have improved law enforcement practices regarding 
missing children. “We probably can never come up 
with a number of kids 
that have been saved be- 
cause of what happened to 
Molly, but I think we can 
look back and feel good 
that there has been change 
and that people are more 
aware...”, Heather Bish 
said. 

“T miss my sister as 
much as I did when she 
first went missing so for 
me that does not ever 
change. So, I try to look at 
how things could be better 
so that no one else has to 
experience something like 
this.” 

The investigation into 


from page 1 


WHILE SUPPLIES LAST! 
the murder of Molly Bish 
is still ongoing. Those 

CLOSED with any information are 


asked to call the Massa- 
chusetts State Police Tip 
Line at 508-453-7575. 
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